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ABSTRACT 


EVALUATING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AN IDENTITY COURSE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
IN NEW YOR CITY 


by 
William Shin 
United Theological Seminary, 2015 


Mentor 


Paul King, ThD. DMin. 
Luther Oconor, PhD. 


The objective of this project is to provide an Identity Course, especially royal identity in 
the University Bible Fellowship Church in NYC. The hypothesis for this project is that 
individuals who participate in the Identity Course will increase a consciousness of their 
royal identity in Christ and develop attitude and behavior of the identity. The hypothesis 
was tested and the data was triangulated to validate results by the comparison of (1) a 
pre-test and a post-test, (2) an interview with an individual, and (3) focus-group 
discussions. The result showed that the participants increased a consciousness of their 
royal identity by 4.37%, increased their attitude by 11.65%, and increased their behavior 


by 23.72%. The result showed that the hypothesis was proved to be effective. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


Royal Consciousness 
Royal Attitude 
Royal Behavior 


University Bible Fellowship 


One of the tragedies of our life is that we keep forgetting who we are and waste a lot of 
time and energy to prove what does not need to be proved. 


—Henri Nouwen, Here and Now 


INTRODUCTION 


“Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I going?” At some point in life, 
every person wrestles with these questions. However, sadly most of people die without 
knowing his or her true identity. We all want to know who we are. We also desire to live 
a meaningful life. Whether we are aware of it or not, we live out who we believe we are.! 
Our understanding of our identity determines how we live each day. What is more, the 
knowledge of our identity ultimately determines the direction and destiny of our lives.” 
Although knowing one’s identity is very important, many Christians live without 
knowing their true identity. 

Christians are royalty so they have a royal identity. Christians are the offspring of 
the King who inherit their royalty by spiritual birth. Once a person is born again, that 
person is born into the royal family of the Father God who rules His Kingdom, the 
universe, as a King. Thus the person becomes a royal member of God’s family as a prince 
or princess, whether the person is aware of it or not. And that person is destined to rule 
the Father’s Kingdom with his or her Father. Christians needs to accept and embrace the 
truth of their inherent value’ as a royal being. Therefore, they need to receive a royal 


education about their royal identity, authority, and integrity. They need to learn what is 


‘Eric Geiger, identity: Who You Are In Christ (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 2008), 12. 
* Bob George, 4 Closer Look at Your Identity in Christ (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Pub, 1993), 7. 


* Lisa M. Schab, The Self-Esteem Workbook for Teens (Oakland, CA: Instant Help Books, 2013), 
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right and wrong and how to be a royal prince or princess in the Father’s kingdom. They 


need to learn how to conduct themselves according to the code of royalty. 

However, many Christians, sadly, do not know their royal identity. Although they 
confess that they are children of God, they do not believe that children of God are royal 
princes and princesses. Or they easily forget who they are. They do not know how 
valuable and how important they are in the Father’s kingdom. Since they do not believe 
their royal status, they find their value in the world, in achievements, wealth, popularity, 
and so on. They compare themselves to others and compete with others. As a result, they 
do not conduct themselves according to the code of royalty. 

Because of their lack of awareness of their royalty, many are insecure about who 
they are and what their future should be. Many view themselves negatively; they suffer 
from a poor self-image and low self-esteem. As Branden Nathaniel, a counselor and 
author, stated in his book, The Psychology of Self-Esteem, “Many become the 
psychological prisoners of their own negative self-image.’ They define themselves as 
weak or mediocre and their subsequent actions are affected accordingly. As Joel Osteen 
asserts, we will never rise above the image we have of ourselves in our own mind.’ Self- 
image is crucial. Self-image is a self-portrait: it is who and what you picture and perceive 
yourself to be.® Self-image is like a self-prophecy. How we see ourselves dictates how we 


act. As a result, one’s self-image determines one’s future. 


‘Nathaniel Branden, The Psychology of Self-Esteem (New York, NY: Bantam, 1969), 141. 


* Joel Osteen, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential (New York, NY: Time 
Warner Book Group, 2004), 56. 


° Osteen, 56. 


Since many do not know their royal identity, they try to create their own false 
identity by imitating high profile figures, such as celebrities, athletes, entrepreneurs, and 
innovators. They tend to follow these role models rather than Christ, who is true royalty. 
As a result, they tend to develop a secular, worldly lifestyle that is devoid of royal 
identity. Our identity is not rooted in the world, the things the world gives us.’ Our 
identity should be rooted in Christ. 

Many churches do not teach its members about their identity, especially their 
royal identity as princes and princesses in the Kingdom of God. Knowing who God, 
Christ and the Holy Spirit are is not sufficient for one’s spiritual growth. Many churches 
teach the identity of God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit yet neglect the royal 
identity of God’s children. David G. Benner states, “We have focused on knowing God 
and tended to ignore knowing ourselves... Focusing on God while failing to know 
ourselves deeply may produce an external form of piety, but it will always leave a gap 


»® When one does not know one’s identity while knowing 


between appearance and reality. 
God, the person always lives in a gap between appearance and reality. It can cause severe 
confusion. The knowledge of God and Christ should lead a person to the knowledge of 
his or her identity. 


As Dr. Neil Anderson asserts, “We need to understand who we are as a result of 


who God is and what He has done.”” Once a person knows his or her royal identity, the 


7 Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Only Necessary Thing ed. Wendy Willson Greer (New York, NY: 
Crossroad Publishing, 1999), 67. 


* David G. Benner, The Gift of Being Yourself: the Sacred Call to Self-Discovery (Downers Grove, 
IL: LVP, 2004), 20-21 


°Neil T. Anderson, Victory Over the Darkness: Realizing the Power of Your Identity in Christ, 
(Ventura, CA: Regal, 1990), 59. 
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person stops building up his or her false identity with the things of the world and begins 


to build up his or her true identity with the things of God. The person discovers his or her 
worth or value, knowing how important and special he or she is in the eyes of God. When 
one sees his or herself in the eyes of God, the person discovers his or her true self —the 
royal identity. Roberta Kuhne states, “The one, the only true mirror that will give a 
person a reflection with zero distortions is in the eyes of our Lord.”!° 

Discovering one’s royal identity enables the person to build up his or her royal 
integrity, which is characterized by authority, humility, honesty, purity and generosity. 
Integrity is the code of royalty. As Ronald J. Greer, a counselor and minister, states, “To 
live with integrity is to have a self-identity that is accurate and a self-esteem that is 


oll 


positive and confident,”'’ Once one knows ones’ identity, he or she is able to live out 


who he or she is. By so doing one lives with royal integrity. 


'° Roberta Kuhne, Me the God Sees: Celebrate Your True Identity (Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 1993), 
m1. 


"' Ronald J. Greer, /f You Know Who Are You'll Know What to Do: Living with Integrity 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2009), 40. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Introduction 

Many Christians are confused about their identity. Because of this confusion, they 
fail to live the lives for which they are destined. When Christians do not know their 
identity, they base their identity on two things: first, on what other people say about them, 
and second, on what they have and have achieved. The first case involves authority 
figures, such as parents, teachers, mentors, and the media. The second case involves 
achievements, such as degrees, awards, wealth, power, beauty and popularity. Christians 
create a false identity by adapting themselves to these things. Once they form their own 
false identity, they create a false reality. In his book, His Image, Mv Image, Josh 
McDowell wrote, “Your self-image is like a set of lenses through which you view 
reality.”! 

Knowing one’s identity is the foundation of one’s life. Central to one’s identity is 
their self-esteem. Self-esteem is how one values oneself: it is how one perceives one’s 


value to the world and how valuable one thinks he or she is to others.” Author Nathaniel 


"Josh McDowell, His Image, My Image: Seeing Yourself as God Sees You— No More, No less 
(San Bemardino, CA: Here’s Life Publishers, Inc., 1984), 22. 


* UCDFS, “Self-esteem,” accessed, July 1, 2015, https://www.ucdme.ucdavis.edv/.../Self_esteem. 
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Branden defines self-esteem as the immune system of the consciousness.? The immune 


system protects one’s health from germs, When one has low immunity, one is easily 
infected by germs and gets sick. However, when one has high immunity, germs do not 
easily infect the person. Likewise, when a person has low self-esteem, the person is easily 
infected by people’s negative comments and is susceptible to spiritual sickness. However, 
when a person has high self-esteem, the person is not easily infected by people’s negative 
comments. In other words, one’s spiritual health is determined by one’s self-esteem. Self- 
esteem is tied to self-image. Self-esteem is how much respect one has for oneself, while 
self-image is how one sec oneself.’ William A. Miller described the power of self-image 
in his book Your Golden Shadow, “Our self-image has the power to become our guide to 
our destiny. A poor self-image can lead us through a destiny in which we see ourselves 
invariably doomed to failure in life’s many experiences. A positive self-image has the 
power to nurture our confidence to expect success, but also to accept failure.”? 

When one has a positive self-image, that positive self-image guides the person to 
a positive destiny. Many Christians, however, live with a negative self-image although 
they are beloved sons and daughters of God. Because of this negative self-image, they are 
insecure with who they are and live a performance-based life in order to earn approval 
from God and from others. Because of this mentality, many problems occur in the church. 
Therefore, knowing one’s identity is very crucial for Christians. Especially in the 


processes of transformation and maturity, it is indispensable to know one’s identity, 


° Nathaniel Branden, The Six Pillars of Self-Esteem: The Definitive Work on Self-Esteem by the 
Leading Pioneer in the Field (New York, NY: Bantam Books, 1994), 3. 


“Beverly Engel, Healing Your Emotional Self (Hobeken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons., 2006), 13. 


* William A. Miller, Your Golden Shadow: Discovering and Fulfilling Your Undeveloped Self 
(San Francisco, CA: Harper & Row Publishers, 1989), 106. 


because it is the backbone for transformation. Without it, Christians will be stunted in 
their personal growth, remaining in a lifelong stage of immaturity. 

Knowing one’s identity comes directly from knowing God’s identity, because a 
human being comes out of God, having been created in His image. The more one knows 
God, the more one knows oneself. The more one knows oneself, the more one knows 
God. Thomas Kempis asserts that a humble self-knowledge is a surer way to God than a 
search for deep learning.° One never knows who he is unless he knows who God is. 


God's identity and nature must shape who we are.’ 


My Background 

I have been interested in knowing my identity since 1983 when I was a freshman 
in college. I did not know who I was or why I was alive. Although I grew up a Catholic, I 
did not have a personal relationship with God. I wondered who I was and why I existed in 
the world, so I searched for my identity in Buddhism, Taoism and Christianity. At one 
point, | wanted to be a Buddhist monk in order to discover the truth about myself. 
Regarding God’s identity, I thought that God was an alien from outer space and that 
humans were the byproducts of evolution. Several books, such as The Cosmic Bible, The 
Secret of God, and The Earth is the Zoo of Aliens, influenced me so much that I believed 
the idea that God was an alien. These ideas, however, could not completely satisfy my 


thirst for my identity. 


‘Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ (Grand Rapids, ML: Zondervan, 1983), 20. 


” Graham Cooke, The Nature of God (Vacaville, CA: Brilliant Book House, 2003), 41. 
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By God’s grace, on January 25" 1985, I met God as the Creator of the heavens 


and earth. God, through His Word in Hebrews 3:15, clearly made his identity known to 
me as the Creator of the universe and humanity. The night before, I had been extremely 
confused about the identity of God, whether God was an alien or a Creator. When I read 
the book, The Earth is the Zoo of Aliens, God seemed to be an alien. However, when I 
read the Scriptures, God seemed to be a Creator. Out of extreme frustration, I screamed at 
God, looking up at the ceiling of my room and shouting, “God, please show me who you 
are!” After that I fell asleep, exhausted. That night, I heard someone calling my name, 
“William.” I woke up and looked around my room to see who had called my name. 
Finding that no one was in my room, I went back to sleep, thinking that it was dream. 
The following morning I woke up and thought about the voice, “Was it a dream or 
did someone reaily call out my name? Maybe it was God?” However, I ignored the idea 
that it could be God, because I could-not believe that God would call my name. But that 
night, around ten o’clock, one thought came into my mind, something that my mentor 
had told me six months previous: “If you need to have faith, please read the book of 
Hebrews.” So I read the book of Hebrews from the beginning. When I came across 
Hebrews 3:15, I was shocked and shaken by the verse, and I could not but believe that the 
voice I heard that night was the voice of God. Hebrew 3:15 states, “Today, if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your heart as you did in the rebellion.” Out of great joy, I accepted 
God as the Creator and not an alien. I was born again through the Word of Hebrews 3:15. 
At that time, I understood God only as a Creator. Since I understood God as a 
Creator, I perceived myself primarily as a creature. [ did not have much of a personal 


intimate relationship with God, although I prayed to God, calling Him “my Father in 


heaven,” and struggled to know His Words. It was just the beginning of a personal 
relationship with God the Creator. [ studied the Bible and attended many prayer meetings 
and retreats. Later, I taught the Bible to many students and led prayer meetings as well. 

In 1991, I came to understand God as God the Spirit by personally meeting the 
Holy Spirit at a prayer conference, receiving the baptism in the Spirit and experiencing 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Prior to that, I always had felt that something was missing in 
my spiritual journey. Although I diligently studied the Scriptures, prayed to God, and 
participated in Christian activities in church, many times I felt spiritually weak and 
insecure. Through receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, God empowered me and 
made me secure in my journey. Since then, I have been very interested in the works and 
the gifts of the Spirit. My interest in identity diminished; I did not feel the need to explore 
my identity any further since I believed that I was already a child of God and a servant of 
God. At that time, my perception of God was more like Master and Lord, as well as 
Creator. Because of this perception, I perceived myself dominantly as a servant of God 
who should be faithful to the work of God. Because of this, I did a lot of work for God to 
be a faithful servant. 

On May 4, 2010, I met God as my Father through a conference in Toronto, 
Canada. Although I always knew that God was my Father, my impression of God was 
more like that of Lord rather than loving Father. God, however, revealed Himself to me 
as a loving Father. My biological father died when I was 5 years old. I have never 
experienced the love of my earthly father. Even spiritually I had never experienced such 
deep love and words of affirmation from my heavenly Father prior to the conference in 


Toronto. It was a great revelation that God is literally my heavenly Father. After the 
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conference I read a prophetic book, Your Destiny. Through this book, the idea of being a 


son began to grow in my heart. In October 2011, while attending a conference in New 
York, I was touched by the Spirit and by the message of sonship. The following week, on 
November 8, 2011, while I was reading the book, The Supernatural Ways of Royalty by 
Kris Valloton,’ the Holy Spirit inspired me to realize that | am a son of the King, Father 
God. It was a very shocking revelation from heaven that I am a son of God, who is King 
of kings and Lord of lords. Prior to that day, I had never been aware of my royal identity 
as a son of the King. 

Afier understanding my royal identity, I realized that I had lived like an orphan, 
having a slave’s mentality, although God the King over the universe has been my Father. 
Because of this orphan mentality, my life was a performance-based life, always trying to 
gain approval from God and from others through works, Afier this realization, I stopped 
performing. I also came to understand the difference between a child of God and a son of 
God. I developed an identity series study and taught it to the young people in my church 
in 2012. I came to discover that many problems in the church community exist because of 
the lack of knowing one’s royal identity. Because of this, I am interested in sharing the 


truth of one’s royal identity with the church community through an Identity Course. 


Ministry Context 
The context in which I introduced the Identity Course is New York University 
Bible Fellowship (NYUBF) Church in New York City. New York City has five counties 
or “boroughs”-—Manhattan, Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn and Staten Island. It is a diverse, 


“Kris Valloton, The Supernatural Ways of Royalty (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2006). 


il 
global city that is world renowned for its finance, fashion, and art. New York City was 


found by Giovanni De Verrazano in 1524 and explored by Henry Hudson in 1609. In 
1623, the first settlers came from the Netherlands. New York was named in 1664 after 
the Duke of York, the brother of King Charles H. Modern New York City traces its 
development to the consolidation of the five boroughs in 1898. Throughout its history, 
New York City has served as a main port of entry for many immigrants, and its cultural 
and economic influence has made it one of the most important urban areas in the United 
States and the world.’ 

The population of New York City is 8.2 million (8,244,910). This is about 2.7% 
of the entire U.S. population. In terms of race, Caucasians account for 44%; African 
Americans, 25.5%; Hispanics, 28.6%; Asians, 12.7%; Native Americans, 0.7%; and 
Native Hawaians, 0.1%. In terms of age, people 5 years and under account for 6.3%: 
those from 6 to 18, 21.6%; those from 18 to 64, 60%; and those above 65, 12.1%. High 
school graduates account for 79.3%, and college graduates, 33.7%. The median 
household annual income is $51,270. Among the 8.2 million people in New York City, 
2.2 million (2,272,771) live in the borough of Queens. In terms of race and age, the 
statistics for Queens is very similar to that of all of New York City, except for race and 
household income. Caucasians account for 50%; African Americans, 21%; and Asians, 
24.3%. The median household annual income is $56,406.!° 

NYUBF was founded in 1970 by a handful of missionaries from South Korea 


who came to serve campus ministry. They settled in Manhattan near New York 


The U.S. Census Bureau. “State and County Quick Facts: New York City,” accessed May 28, 
2013. http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/17/1777694 html. 
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University, helping students to know the Word of God. They were all lay missionaries 


who worked full-time jobs to support their families and the ministry. Paul Kim was the 
first director of NYUBF. In 1976, NYUBF moved to Queens due to financial difficulty. 
In the 1980s, John Shin led NYUBF as the second director, The congregation met for 
Bible study and Sunday worship services in a small apartment basement with students 
from nearby Queens College. In 1994, David Baik became the third director of NYUBF 
and is currently serving as director today. NYUBF encourages church members to serve 
young people from Queens College, St. John’s University, New York University, and 
Columbia University. NYUBF is an international church, not necessarily a Korean 
church, because it focuses on evangelizing people of all ethnicities. 

Four ministries function actively in NYUBF: BBF (Baby Bible Fellowship) from 
] to 6 years, CBF (Children’s Bible Fellowship) from 7 to 11 years, HBF (High School 
Bible Fellowship) from 12 to 18 years, and UBF (University Bible Fellowship) from 18 
years and up. Teachers are designated for each fellowship. Each fellowship has its own 
worship service on Sunday. There is a messenger rotation for all fellowships except for 
UBF: David Baik gives the message every Sunday. Among UBF, six fellowships operate 
according to campus; one for St. John’s University, one for New York University, four 
for Queens College. Each fellowship has its own group Bible study each week. Also, 
group Bible studies or prayer meetings occur on campus each week during the semester. 
Every Friday night, NYUBF members gather together to share written reflections orally 
on the Sunday passage at church. Twice a year, members attend weekend retreats as an 


entire congregation, usually during the Easter season and summer break. 
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Conclusion 

A life of faith is a journey to discover who God is and who oneself is, thereby 
understanding how to glorify God through one’s life. Knowing God only is not sufficient 
for a victorious life. The knowledge of God should lead a person to the knowledge of 
oneself. Once one knows his or her identity, that person can grow in faith and become 
mature. Knowing one’s identity is vital for one’s maturity. Without maturity, both the 
individual and the community suffers. By participating in the Identity Course in NYUBF, 
participants can become conscious of their royal identity and grow as sons and daughters 
of God. As a result, they can live out and build up the Kingdom culture in their 


community. 


CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

‘Teaching one’s royal identity is not common in the church. Teaching any kind of 
identity development is rare. Although many teachings and studies exist for spiritual 
growth and faith development, few studies have been done for identity development. One 
of these is by Dr. Richard Ledet, from Time for Revival Teaching Ministries, who wrote 
a course titled, The Five Stages of Spiritual Growth, which outlines five stages for 
identity development.' Understanding all the necessary spiritual milestones and seeing 
the whole picture of identity development are very important for spiritual growth because 
they give people a spiritual roadmap that guides them on the path to their identity. Thus, 
knowing one’s identity is the backbone for sanctification. 

Knowing one’s identity is contingent on knowing God’s identity. How people 
view God determines how people view themselves. H. Norman Wright wrote in his book 
Always Daddy's Girl, “An integral element in your positive self-identity is your 
perception of God. If your view of God is inaccurate, your view of yourself will also be 


inaccurate.” As Wright noted, knowing one’s identity is interwoven with knowing God’s 


‘ Ledet, Richard. Five Stages of Spiritual Growth (Lafayette, LA: Time For Revival Teaching 
Ministry, 2010). 


? Norman, H. Wright. Always Daddy's Girl (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1989), 192. 
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identity. If one views God primarily as a Master, he or she may view oneself as a servant. 


If one views God primarily as a Father, one views oneself as a son or a daughter. The Old 
Testament text is from Genesis 32:22-32 and the New Testament text is from Galatians 


4:1-7. NIV 1984 is the chosen Scripture translation. 


Jacob’s Struggle with his Identity 

The Old Testament text focuses on Jacob’s lifelong journey to receiving his true 
identity from God. Jacob’s life can be divided into stages, each defined by the various 
idols he “worshipped” that provided him a false identity. In the final stage, Jacob met 
God who gave him his true identity by changing his name from Jacob to Israel. This 
chapter will aiso focus on how one’s identity relates to God’s blessing and the Spirit of 
sonship. 

In Genesis 32:22-32, Jacob wrestled with God (who had come to Jacob in human 
form) all night next to the Jabbok River. Jacob was heading home to the Promised Land, 
bringing his two wives, his two maidservants, and all his children, servants, and herds. 
Wrestling implies fighting. Before Jacob could cross the Jabbok to the land of blessing, 
he had to fight. Ever since Jacob had left home, fleeing from his angry brother Esau, 
Jacob had lived outside the land God had deeded to him in his promise. The wrestling 
took place at the threshold of the Promised Land.* Jacob had to overcome or cross over 
the threshold of the Promised Land in order to obtain the blessing that God promised. It 


required fighting. 


* Allen P, Ross. Jacob at the Jabbok, Israel at Peniel, Bibliotheca Sacra 1985, accessed on March 
25" 2015. ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials, EBSCOhost. 


* Walter C. Kaiser. Hard. Sayings of the Bible (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 132. 
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Jacob was told that his brother Esau, who was bringing 400 men, was coming to 


meet him. Jacob became fearful. He was afraid of meeting his brother Esau who had 
determined to kill him when Jacob had taken his blessing from their father, Isaac, 20 
years earlier. In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into 
two groups, and the flocks and herds and camels as well. He thought that if Esau came 
and attacked one group, the group that was left might escape. Then Jacob prayed, 

O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O Lord, who said to me, 

“Go back to your country and your relative, and I will make you prosper... Save 

me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and 

attack me, and also the mothers with their children. But you have said, “I will 
surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, 

which cannot be counted (32:9-12). 

After his prayer Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and 
his cleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the 
stream, he sent over all his possessions. Jacob was left alone. The text says that a man 
wrestled with Jacob till daybreak. Some believe this man to be a pre-incarnate Christ® 
while others regard him as an angel, a special messenger from God.* Robert Alter and 
Naomi H. Rosenblatt consider the man a demon.’ The Midrash sees him as the “patron 
angel of Esau.”* Hoses 12:4 points out that the man was an angel. When the man saw that 
he could not overpower Jacob, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip and wrenched it. 


* John MacArthur, “Genesis,” The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 
63. 


® John J. Davis, Paradise to Prison: Studies in Genesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1975), 255. 
* Naomi H. Rosenblatt and Joshua Horwitz, Wrestling with Angels: What Genesis Teaches Us 
About Our Spiritual Identity, Sexuality, and Personal Relations (New Y ork: Dell Pub., 1995), 299, 


“Jon D. Levenson, “Genesis” The Jewish Study Bible ed. Adele Berlin and Mare Zvi Brettler 
(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2004), 67. 
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Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is the daybreak.” It is interesting that the man 


wanted to leave before daybreak. Terence E. Fretheim explains why: “In this story, God 
is not the one endangered by the daylight, it is Jacob! To see God in the full light of the 
day would have meant death for Jacob. If Jacob holds on until daybreak, he is a dead 
man!” God does not want Jacob to see his face at daybreak and die. Jacob replied, “T will 
not let you go unless you bless me.” Jacob was determined to get the blessing from the 
man. George Herbert Livingstone states that Jacob had to face God first, before he faced 
Esau. He wrote, 

‘The fact that sin against others is also an act, which affects God's relationship 

with man, is central to this event. Jacob must not only face Esau; he must face 

God first of all. Actually, God faced him in the caldron of his guilt to bring him to 

a full recognition of the sinfulness of his being, and the need for a radical 

change.’° 

Jacob had to face God in order to face his brother Esau so that his sinfulness 
might be dealt with. Indeed Jacob did face God at night. He wrestled with God, not 
knowing the identity of the person. Jacob was in great desperation. Fretheim commented 
on Jacob’s desperate condition stating, “The continued grasping of God on Jacob’s part in 


the near-dawn light also says something about Jacob; He is willing to risk death for the 


sake of the divine blessing.”"' Jacob struggled to hold onto the man, for after suffering 


? Terence E. Fretheim, “Genesis,” New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary in Twelve Volumes, ed. 
Leander E. Keck, vol. 1 (Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 1994), 566. 


George H. Livingstone, “Genesis,” Beacon Bible Commentary in Ten Volumes, ed. vol. 1 
(Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1969), 124, 
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the wound he must have realized how much more powerful this visitor was than he 


himself, and he wanted His blessing.” 

God asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob.” he answered. God asked Jacob 
for his name and his identity. When God asked, “What is your name?” it meant “Who are 
you?” God’s question might remind Jacob of the similar question that his father Isaac 
asked when Jacob disguised himself as Esau. At that time, Jacob lied about his identity 
when his father Isaac asked, “Who are you?” He said, “I am Esau your firstborn” (Ge 
27:19). However, this time Jacob did not lie but said “Jacob.” To name is to identify."° 
God wanted to identify Jacob by asking his name. Warren W. Wiersbe interprets the 
question this way: “*What is your name?’ meant, ‘Are you going to continue living up to 
your name, deceiving yourself and others; or will you admit what you are and let Me 
change you?""!4 

Then God replied, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you 
have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.” In many cultures, one’s 
name is prophetic.'* However, in Jacob’s case, Jacob’s new name “Israel” referred not to 
what Jacob would become, but to what he had already done.!* Jacob struggled with men 


and with God throughout his lifetime and had overcome. It was not in his strength that 


Lawrence O. Richards, The Teacher's Commentary (Colorado Springs, CO: ChariotVictor 
Publishing, 1987), 66. 


'S Amy A. Kass and Leon R. Kass. What is Your Name? accessed on March 25" 2015. ATLA 
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(Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2001), 133. 
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Jacob prevailed, but in and by the strength of heaven. One cannot prevail with God but in 


God’s own strength.'’ Jacob’s new name Israel would become the name of the covenant 
people, for of all the patriarchs only in the case of Jacob/Israel is all the sons in the 
covenant line.!* 

Jacob responded, “Please tell me your name.” Jacob met God as the Lord ina 
dream. Because of the experience Jacob personally knew God. But at this time Jacob 
wanted to know God more. So he said, “Please tell me your name.” As Fretheim noted, 
“Jacob wants neither the generic name God nor the names God has already give him. As 
with Moses, Jacob requests a divine name commensurate with this new development in 
his relationship with God, a new name for God to go with the new name for Jacob.”!” 
However, he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. So Jacob 
called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 
spared.” 

In this narrative, Jacob wrestled with God, and wanted to get a blessing from God. 
Jacob’s life was a life of wrestling and struggling from the beginning until the end. 
Robert Alter commented in his book Genesis, 

The image of wrestling has been implicit throughout the Jacob story: in his 

grabbing Esau’s heel as he emerges from the womb, in his striving with Esau for 

birthright and blessing . . . and in his multiple contendings with Laban. Now, in 
this culmination moment of his life story, the characterizing image of wrestling is 
made explicit and literal.”° 


"” A. Kenneth Abraham, “Genesis” The Matthew Henry Study Bible (lowa Falls, IA: 1997), 75. 


8 Lawrence O. Richards, Richards’ Complete Bible Handbook (Dallas, TX: Word Publishing, 
1987), 59. 
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The reason Jacob struggled may be that he was subconsciously trying to find his 


identity. It is because knowing one’s identity provides a man with power, security, 
significance, love and inheritance. Jacob might not have consciously tried to find his 
identity. However, it is known that Jacob consciously tried to find its benefits: power, 
security, significance, love, and inheritance. His conscious pursuit of these benefits is a 
reflection of his subconscious pursuit of his identity. 

Jacob’s life can be divided into five stages. The first stage is the struggle for his 
elder brother Esau’s birthright. Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, 
while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. Isaac, who had taste for wild game, 
loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob (Gen 25:27-28). One day Jacob was cooking some 
stew. Esau came in from the field and asked Jacob to give him some strew because he 
was hungry. But Jacob made a deal with his brother exploiting Esau’s hunger. Jacob said, 
“First sell me your birthright!” Esau who despised his birthright said, “What good is the 
birthright to me? I am about to die.” Jacob made Esau swear an oath to him, selling his 
birthright to his younger brother (Gen 25:31-33). Jacob is thereby entitled to covenantal 
blessings and the mediation of Abraham’s lineage under God.?! 

The second stage is the struggle for the blessing of the inheritance from his father 
Isaac. Jacob knew, according to family tradition, that he was not entitled to the blessing 
of the inheritance from his father Isaac because he was the younger son. However, by the 
help of his mother Rebekah, he decided to take the blessing of the inheritance from his 
blind father Isaac. He disguised himself as his brother Esau by covering his hands and the 


smooth part of his neck with goatskins (Gen 28). Jacob deceived his blind father and his 


*! Leland Ryken, Jim Wilhoit and Tremper Longman, Dictionary of Biblical Imagery (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 97. 
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brother Esau and successfully received the blessing of the inheritance. Jacob thought that 


he would be blessed once he got the blessing from his father. However, it immediately 
turned his life into misery. His brother Esau, after discovering what his younger brother 
Jacob did, determined to kill him. Therefore, Jacob had to run away from his brother and 
leave home. Jacob became a fugitive. Because of his deception, Jacob never saw his 
mother and father again. His obsession for the blessing brought him great trouble. 

The third stage is the struggle for his wife Rachel. When he left home, Jacob went 
to live with his Uncle Laban in Paddan Aram. There he met Rachel, his uncle Laban’s 
daughter. He fell in love with her, because she was lovely in form and beautiful (Gen 
29:17). Rachel became Jacob’s idol. Jacob believed that he would be happy and blessed 
once Rachel became his wife. Because of his obsession with Rachel, Jacob did a very 
foolish thing. He promised his uncle that he would work for him for seven years in order 
to marry Rachel. Tim Keller, a pastor and author, states that working for seven years was 
a crazy amount for a bride—four times more than the usual bridal offering”’. However, 
Jacob did not mind. In fact, the Scriptures say that seven years seemed like only a few 
days to Jacob because of his love for her (Gen 29:21), Jacob thought that Rachel would 
bring him the blessing of happiness in his life. In reality, she brought him more misery. 
Jacob ended up marrying Leah who was not pretty at all. More than that, because of the 
two sisters’ struggle for love, Jacob ended up marrying their two maidservants as well, 
making his life complicated and frustrated. He couldn’t get the blessing of happiness, but 


rather headache and frustration. 


” Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods (New York, NY: Dutton Penguin Group, 2009), 32. 
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The fourth stage is the struggle for wealth with his uncle Laban. After having 


eleven sons with his two wives and two maidservants, Jacob struggled with Laban for 
wealth. Initially Jacob wanted to go back to his hometown. However, Laban persuaded 
Jacob to stay with him. While taking care of Laban’s flocks, Jacob struggled hard to get 
his own flocks, in spite of Laban’s cheating (Gen 31 :7). Through struggling much for 
wealth, Jacob obtained a lot of wealth until Laban’s attitude was changed. 

Jacob had deceived his brother and his father in order to get what he wanted: he 
got the birthright and the blessing of the inheritance. Jacob struggled hard to get Rachel, 
as well as wealth. Jacob might have thought that if he had these things, he would be 
blessed and happy. However he was not as happy as he expected. Although the family 
and wealth that he gained might have been a partial fulfillment of God’s blessing that 
God promised in Genesis 28:14, he was not happy. What he gained actually acted asa 
god, controlling Jacob. Jacob ended up being enslaved by what he had gained through his 
hard labor. His idols acted as gods, falsely promising that he would be secure, significant, 
and wealthy. 

An idol acts like a god in many ways. When one examines the nature of an idol, 
one discovers that an idol is a counterfeit God, acting as a master of one’s life, providing 
a false sense of identity, significance, and power. Keller defines an idol as whatever you 
look at and say, in your hearts, “If I have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’II 
know I have value, then I'll feel significant and secure.” Jacob must have thought that if 
he had the birthright, inheritance, Rachel, and wealth, his life would have meaning and 
value, and he would feel significant and secure. He thought that his identity came from 


* Keller, Counterfeit, xviii, 
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the blessings that he obtained, and for a while they fulfilled him. However, when he was 


alone on the ford of the Jabbok, thinking about meeting with his brother the next day, all 
he had obtained turned out to be no help but rather the source of great anxiety. Fear of 
losing everything overwhelmed him. Jacob was totally shaken and powerless because of 
the fear of his brother. 

This is the moment Jacob receives true blessing from God, a blessing that enabled 
him to open his eyes to see his true identity. While Jacob struggled and wrestled with 
God, he realized that he really needéd to be blessed by God and by no one else. So he 
refused to let God go unless he blessed him. Because of his persistence, God finally 
blessed Jacob, giving him a new name, “Israel.” This encounter with God made Jacob a 
new man with a new identity. This experience enabled him to overcome his fear, causing 
him to say that seeing his brother Esau was like seeing the face of God. Meeting Esau 
with such peace was a miracle for Jacob. Jacob experienced transformation in his heart at 
the ford of the Jabbok. His perception was transformed. His perspective was completely 
changed. He saw himself not as Jacob but as Israel. His old self was gone and his new 
self was born. Once he began to see himself as a new man, Israel, in the eyes of God, he 
began to see his brother Esau in the eyes of God. As a result, he saw the face of God in 
the face of Esau. This led him to meet with Esau in peace, with no fear. His new name, 
Israel, might be tied to royal identity, because the name Israel literally means “he will 
tule as God,” and to rule is the function of royalty. As his new name Israel implies, 


Jacob ruled his fear and saw Esau with peace. 


* James Strong, A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Hebrew Bible with their renderings in 
the Authorized English Version, Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible ed. Spiros Zodhiates (Chattanooga, 
TN: AMG Publishers, 1990), 53. 
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God’s blessing is directly tied to one’s identity. A clear connection exists between 


God’s blessing and one’s identity as evidenced in Jacob’s story in Genesis 32. The 
concept of God’s blessing in the Scriptures, especially in Genesis, is mainly related to 
external blessings, such as having many descendants, possessing wealth, and inheriting 
land. When examining the blessings that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob received from God 
(Ge.12, 13, 26, and 28), three common components can be found: 1) their descendants 
will be numerous, 2) they will take the land, 3) all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through their descendants. These three components are connected with identity. In fact, 
identity is the foundation of these blessings. 

The relationship between identity and blessing can be traced back to the creation 
account. After God created humans in his own image, God blessed humans in Genesis 
1:28, “Be fruitful and increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish 
of the sea and the birds of the air and living creature that moves on the ground.” In God’s 
blessing are found three components that are the same as those of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. These are: 1) be fruitful, 2) fill the earth, 3) subdue and rule, or 1) fruitfulness, 2) 
inheritance and 3) dominion. God blessed humans because they were created to be sons 
and daughters of God (Luke 3:38). God created humans in His own image and crowned 
them with glory and honor (Ps 8:5). Humankind was originally created to be royal sons 
and daughters of God, since God is the King. Identity always comes with fruitfulness, 
inheritance, and dominion. Because of their identity, God provided them with children as 
their fruitfulness, with the earth as their inheritance, and with kingship as their dominion. 

God wanted humans to rule over the earth as sons and daughters of God, filling 


the earth with His glory and knowledge. However, they lost their identity because they 
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disobeyed their Father God. As a result, they lost their fruitfulness, inheritance, and 


dominion. God wanted to restore the position and identity of humans as kings over the 
earth. In order to do this, God chose Abraham so that He may bless him and then the 
whole of humanity through his offspring (Gen 12:3). This is why the same components of 
blessing are seen in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The blessing that God promised to 


Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob echo the original blessing that God gave to the first humans. 


Sonship in the Epistle of Galatians 

The text for the New Testament Foundation Chapter is the epistle of Galatians 
chapter 4:1-7, The epistle of Galatians is Apostle Paul's letter to the Christians in Galatia, 
located in the center of present day Turkey. Apostle Paul evangelized Galatia during his 
first mission journey according to Acts 14, Later the Judaizers, Jewish Christians who 
emphasized the law, especially circumcision, came to Galatia and taught people that they 
must circumcise in order to have salvation, besides having faith in Christ. In this letter 
Apostle Paul clarified what the true gospel! was and condemned the other “gospels” that 
the Judaizers preached. In defending the gospel, he wrote on the role and limit of the law 
as well as the role of faith and the Spirit. 

In chapter 4, Apostle Paul illustrated the growth of a child into an adult in relation 
to the law. The application of the illustration is obvious as Apostle Paul applies it to the 
inferior condition of people under law, both minors and slaves, and to the new freedom 


and responsibility that come to them in Christ. Apostle Paul pointed out the difference 


2 Montgomery Boice. “Galatians.” in Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary: New Testament, ed. 
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between being a child and being a son, as well as the similarity between a child and a 


slave in relation to the law. 

In chapter 3:23-25, Apostle Paul gives two different illustrations concerning the 
role of the law until Christ came. The law acted as a prison guard holding humankind in 
custody until faith in Christ was revealed. The law also served as a tutor. A tutor in 
ancient Greek culture would accompany the children in his care, instructing and 
disciplining them when necessary. The law was like a tutor because it both corrected and 
instructed the Israelites in God’s way until Christ was revealed.”° In 3:26-29, Apostle 
Paul revealed to the Galatians their identity as sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Once they knew their identity as sons and daughters of the Almighty King, racial, social, 
and gender distinctions became irrelevant. Apostle Paul told them that believers are not 
only sons of God but also heirs of the eternal inheritance. Whereas the law makes slaves, 
faith makes sons and heirs.?” 

Drawing upon the illustration of the “tutor” and “heirs” in 3:24-29, Apostle Paul 
develops the idea of an adopted son of God in chapter 4:1-7. In ancient society a child 
had to wait until the proper time before he could inherit what was his.”* [t seems likely 
that Apostle Paul was referring to the Roman custom he observed of children “under 
guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.” At that time, children had to be 


formally adopted by their fathers as their acknowledged sons and heirs, and they received 


*°H. Wayne House, “Galatians.” in NKJV Study Bible, 2™ ed., -ed. Earl D. Radmacher. 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2007), 1850, 
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special adult clothes.”* The child was under the supervision of a tutor nominated by his 


father until fourteen years of age and then under a curator appointed by the praetor 
urbanus until twenty-five.” Here, the word for “child” in Greek is nepios, which literally 
means, “not speaking,” referring to an infant.*’ So when the heir is an infant who is not 
able to speak, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. A child 
cannot discern good from evil, so a child is unable to make decisions. A child needs to be 
subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. In verse 3, Apostle Paul 
applies the natural to the spiritual, stating, “So also, when we were children, we were in 
slavery under the basic principles of the world.” When one is a spiritually immature child, 
he or she is still in slavery under the basic principles of the world, although he or she is a 
member of God’s family. 

However, when the time set by the Father had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that they might receive the full rights 
of sons. In verse 1, the word for “child” in Greek is nepios, an infant, but in verse 5, 
“sons” are huios, mature sons. These verses show that there is spiritual growth in one’s 
identity. A child is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 
Likewise when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the 
world. But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman that we 


might receive the full rights of sons. So a child (nepios) grows up to become a son (huios). 


® Boice, 728. 
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These verses may seem a little confusing because one’s identity is linked to the 


Incarnation of Jesus, which occurred in the middle of human history. However, these 
verses have profound truth in them because they imply the growth of humanity in history 
Apostle Paul used the word “time” twice in this letter: “the time set by his father,” and 
“when the time had fully come.” The first refers to one’s lifetime. The second refers to 
the history of all humanity. Until the age of twenty-five, a child needs guardians and 
trustees. After that, he becomes a son who no longer needs supervision. Similarly, all of 
humanity from the patriarch Abraham to the end of the Old Testament may be considered 
children under twenty-five (from nepios to teknon) requiring guardians and trustees, that 
is, the Law. However, when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, Jesus, and thus 
humanity matured into sons (uios) who no longer need supervision. The age of 
humanity as a whole has grown because of the coming of the Christ. 

Here, son in Greek is Auios. W.E. Vine states that Auios is often used 
metaphorically of prominent moral characteristics, the dignity of the relationship with 
God wherein to men are brought by the Holy Spirit when they believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.* Jesus used huios in a very significant way, as in Matthew. 5:9, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God,” and verses 44-45, “Love your enemies, 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.” 
Distinctive differences exist between a child (nepios) of God and a son (Auios) of God. 
When Jesus taught the Sermon on the Mount, he spoke from the top of a mountain. It 
may signify the levels of identity. Just as one climbs up a mountain and reaches the top, a 


* W.E. Vine, Vine 's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testaments Words 
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child of God spiritually has to grow up, from nepios to huios, then, teleios, which means 
“mature,” just as Jesus declares in Matthew 5:48, “Be perfect (teleios), therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” So Galatians 4:1-7 illustrates the growth of a child into a son, 
Achieving sonship marks a radical change in a believer’s position. Under Old Testament 
law, Israel was held prisoner, locked up to keep them out of trouble until Christ came.** 
Faith frees believers from spiritual childhood. Now God has given believers a position of 
sonship. 

When one looks at the life of Jacob in light of the New Testament text, one can 
see his life journey from being a child of God to becoming a son of God. It seems that 
Jacob became a child of God when he had a dream while he was sleeping overnight at 
Luz. In the dream God revealed himself to Jacob as the Lord. The Lord promised that he 
would give him the land where he slept, increasing his descendants, blessing all people 
on earth through his offspring, and protecting him to the end. Through this revelation, 
Jacob became personally aware of God’s presence in his life. Jacob built an altar, 
worshiping God and making a vow to God. Jacob began his journey of faith from this 
point. In New Testament terms, Jacob was born again, joining the family of God. 
Although he received this revelation and became an heir of the inheritance, he was in 
slavery under the basic principles of the world. He was in slavery to his obsession with 
Rachel, He was in slavery to gaining wealth, competing with his father-in-law. It was 
when he wrestled with God that he became a son. 

Jacob became a son when he wrestled with God on the ford of the Jabbok. 


According to Galatians 4:6, sonship comes from the Spirit of His Son. One has to receive 
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the Spirit of His Son into his heart. Paul connected blessing to the Spirit in Galatians 3:14, 


which states, “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit.” In this verse the blessing that God promised Abraham was not just land, offspring, 
or wealth. The blessing that God promised Abraham was the Spirit. The blessing that 
God promised Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all people in the Old Testament throughout the 
generations was the Coming of the Spirit. Jesus’ word in Luke 24:49 supports this idea. 
“Tam going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” Jesus also commanded to his disciples in Acts 
1:4b-5, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’” 

When Genesis 32:29b is examined in light of the New Testament, it may be the 
Spirit of His Son that Jacob received from God, when God blessed him on that night at 
the ford of the Jabbok. Fretheim raised a question in his commentary, “What is the 
content of the blessing?”** No one knows the content of the blessing. Keller suggested, 

A blessing in the Bible is always verbal, so God must have spoken words into 

Jacob’s heart. What were they? We are not told. Was it anything like the voice of 

blessing that was spoken from heaven over the great descendent of Jacob—*You 

are my son, whom I love, with you I am well pleased (Mark 1:11)?°** 

It may be feasible that Jacob received this verbal blessing from God, because 


God’s blessing is connected with the Spirit of His Son, the adoption and sonship based on 


* Fretheim, 567. 


*6 Keller, 161. 
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Galatians 3:14 and 4:6. Jacob might have never received the warm approval of his 
sonship from his father Isaac because Isaac loved Esau. Jacob might have been very 
desperate to hear from his father Isaac a word of approval as to how valuable and 
precious a son he was. Jacob was unsure about his identity throughout his lifetime so he 
struggled with people to find his identity from others. This explains his attempts to find 
his identity through the birthright, blessing, love and wealth. When he received the 
blessing from God at the ford of the Jabbok, he finally discovered his identity as a son of 
the Almighty God. This enabled him to overcome the fear of meeting with his brother 
Esau. ‘The fact that Jacob saw the face of God in Esau indicates that he finally understood 
his true identity. He understood that he was created in the image of God. When he 
discovered his true identity as a son of the Father, a bearer of the image of God, he could 
also see others as bearers of God’s image. This is why he could see the face of God in 


Esau’s face, because he understood that Esau was also created in the image of God. 


Conclusion 

This chapter focused on describing the stages of identity in relation to the idols 
and blessings in the life of Jacob from Genesis chapter 32 and the epistle of Galatians 
chapter 4. Jacob was born into a dysfunctional family. He grew up struggling with his 
brother Esau and trying to get father's blessing. Jacob discovered his identity through 
receiving blessings from God at Bethel and on the ford of the Jabbok. In between the 
blessings, Jacob struggled hard to survive and to provide for himself and his family. 
Through these struggles, his identity slowly unfolded. Jacob struggled with men and with 


God and prevailed. God honored Jacob’s unyielding struggles and blessed him in the end. 


32 
His name was changed from Jacob, a deceiver, to Israel. Jacob became a new man with a 


new identity. 


CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

Many writings have been produced about the importance of knowing one’s 
identity. St. Augustine once prayed, “Grant, Lord, that I may know myself that I may 
know thee.’ However, not much has been written about knowing one’s royal identity. 
Much has been written about having authority as Christians. Indeed, knowing one’s 
authority as a Christian is important. Knowing one’s royal identity, however, is more 
important, because one’s authority comes from one’s royal identity. Without knowing 
one’s royal identity, one who exercises spiritual authority might be vulnerable to pride, 
because exercising authority is very powerful. One may face the danger of finding his or 
her identity through authority. A Christian should be proud of who he or she is, not what 
he or she does. A Christian should be proud of his or her royal identity as a son or a 
daughter of the King. Once one is secure with his or her royal identity, one may be free 
from pride when one exercises authority. 

Jesus declared in Luke 10:18-20, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I 
have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits 


submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Jesus told his disciples 





' Peter Scazzero, Emotionally healthy spirituality (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2006), 92. 
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that they should be proud of themselves not because they had authority to drive out 


demons but because their names were written in heaven, because they were born in the 
royal lineage of Jesus, who is King of kings and Lord of lords. As Henry Nouwen asserts, 
we should make each day into a celebration of our belovedness as sons and daughters of 
God.’ We need to celebrate our royal identity through obeying our Father God. In the 
Historical Foundations Chapter, those who wrote about the royal identity or similar idea 


will be discussed. 


Blaise Pascal’s Historical Background 

Blaise Pascal was born in France, on June 19, 1623, the son of Etienne Pascal and 
Antoinette Begon. His mother died when he was only three years old. His family moved 
to Paris, and Pascal learned grammar, Latin, Spanish and mathematics from his father. At 
the age of twelve Pascal composed a treatise on the communication of sounds. In 1639 at 
the age of sixteen, he went to Rouen with his father, who had been appointed a high- 
ranking official of Normandy. Pascal invented the arithmetical machine in order to assist 
his father in his calculations.* 

In 1646, his father was injured and was cared for by two Jansenists who converted 
the Pascal family to Jansenism, a strict form of Christianity. In 1651, his father died and 
his sister, Jacqueline joined the convent at Port Royal, an abbey of Jansenism. On 
November 23, 1654, Pascal experienced an ecstatic vision for two hours that led him to 


convert to Jansenism. The account of the vision was kept in the lining of his coat at all 


= Henry Nouwen, Here and Now (New York, NY: Crossroad Publishing, 1994), 140. 


ay) Lataste, “Pascal, Blaise,” In New Advent: The Catholic Encyclopedia (New Y ork: Robert 
Appleton Company, 1911), accessed December 15, 2013, http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/i 151 la.htm. 
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times. He was thirty-one years old at that time.’ In Pascal’s time, the Roman Catholic 


Church condemned the followers of Jansenism as heretics because of their strict way of 
life. When the faculty of the Sorbonne condemned Arnauld, an abbot at Port Royal, 
Pascal undertook the defense of Jansenism and published the “Provincial Letters,” 
purporting to be addressed to the Parisian Jesuits by an inhabitant of the provinces. Their 
humor and wit soon gained them wide circulation, and they were added to the Index of 
forbidden books. Then reaction set in. Louis XIV was not a king to tolerate such zeal, 
which could easily turn into sectarianism. The assembly of the clergy condemned the 
Jansenism movement. The nuns of Port Royal were disbanded. Pascal gave himself more 
and more to God. On August 19, 1662, Pascal died in the house of one of his sisters. He 
was thirty-nine years old. After his death in 1670, his book Pensees was published, In 
Pensees, Pascal wrote on the nature and identity of humans. Pascal wrote that a human 
was a dethroned king: 

The greatness of man is great in that he knows himself to be miserable. A tree 

does not know itself to be miserable. It is then being miserable to know oneself to 

be miserable; but it is also being great to know that one is miserable. All these 

same miseries prove man’s greatness. They are the miseries of a great lord, of a 

deposed king.” 

Human beings feel miserable because they were great in the first place. Pascal 


states that human beings are great because they were created in the divine image of God. 


Because God is a King, by logic, a human being is a prince, a little king. Human beings 


* Arthur Beattic, “Pascal, Blaise.” Selections from the Thoughts. Arlington Heights, IL; Harlan 
Davidson, 1965, accessed December 15, 2013, 
http://www. oregonstate.edu/instruct/ph1302/philosophers/pascal.heml. 


* Justo L. Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, Volume 2 The Reformation to the Present Day 
(New York; Harper Colline, 1985), 168. 


° Beattie. 


36 
were created to rule and reign over the world as rulers and kings. Due to sin, human 


beings were dethroned and became slaves. Human beings feel miserable because they are 
ina state of slavery. The fact that human beings feel miserable speaks to their greatness. 


The original position of a human being is that of a king on a throne. 


Historical Background On Royal Identity 
In the Seventeenth Century 

Some Christians have written on the concept of throne life. Throne life is 
basically the same as a royal life that stems from a royal identity. Regarding royal 
identity, Thomas Watson (1620-1686), a Presbyterian minister and writer in England in 
the seventeenth century, introduces the idea of a “new creature in Christ” in his sermon, 
“New Creature.” 

The new creature fetches its pedigree from heaven; it is born of God. God counts 

none else of the royal blood, The new creature ennobles a man's spirit. He aspires 

after the favor of God, and looks no lower than a heavenly crown. The new 
creature raises one to honor. He excels the princes of the earth, Psalm 89:27, and 
is a joint heir with Christ.” 

Watson asserted that Christians are new creatures who are born of God, and born 
into the royal family of God because they belong to the royal lineage of Christ. Royal 
blood circulates in their veins. They become sons and daughters of the King of kings and. 
the Lord of lords because of what Christ had done on the cross. They are crowned with 
honor and glory. As Watson stated, Christians are raised to be the princes of the earth by 
receiving the Spirit of sonship. 


’ Thomas Watson. “A New Creature.” In Grace Gems, accessed December 14, 2014, 
http://gracegems.org/Watson/Sermons.html. 
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In the Eighteenth Century 

Samuel Davies (1723-1761) was an evangelical Presbyterian pastor and educator. 
He played a critical role in the early years of the Great Awakening. Davies was a skilled 
orator whose sermons were filled with vivid language and punctuated with passionate 
calls for conversion; his rhetorical style influenced future revolutionary Patrick Henry, 
who as a boy accompanied his mother to Davies’ church. In 1753 he traveled to London 
to raise funds for the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University), and in 1759 left 
Virginia to become president of the coliege.’ He spoke about royal identity in his sermon 
“The Nature and Blessedness of Sonship with God.” 

What advancement is this—to base, sinful, miserable creatures! Out of prison 

they come—to reign with Christ! They are raised from the dunghill, and set 

among the princes of heaven! No wonder the apostle should exclaim, “Behold! 

What manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us—that we should be called 

the sons of God!”? 

As Davies preached, Christians were set free from their bondage to slavery and 
welcomed into God’s divine palace as royal sons and daughters of God. They are the 
princes and princesses of heaven. His writing is similar to that of Chris Valloton who 


wrote about a beggar becoming a prince, which will be further discussed in Theoretical 


Foundations Chapter. 


* William Bland Whitley and the Dictionary of Virginia Biography, “Samuel Davies” In 
Encyclopedia Virginia, accessed July 25, 2015, http://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/davies_sanuel_1723- 
1761. 


° Samuel Davies, “The Nature and Blessedness of Sonship with God.” In Grace Gems, accessed 
July 25,2015, http://www.gracegems.org/Davies/Davies.html. 
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In the Nineteenth Century 


George Peck (1797-1876) was an important figure in the nineteenth century. 
George Peck was a Methodist Episcopal Church minister. presiding elder, editor, and 
author. Peck was born in August 9, 1797 in Otsego County, New York. Peck joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1812 and entered the ministry at the Genesee Conference 
in 1816. Peck served as the principal of Oneida Conference Seminary at Cazenovia from 
1835 to 1839, and as the editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review (1840-1848) and the 
Christian Advocate (1848-1852). In 1840, Peck delivered a series of lectures in New 
York City in order to defend the Wesleyan understanding of full salvation. Published as 
The Scriptural Doctrine of the Christian Perfection (1842), Peck’s work was one of the 
most important defenses of the Wesleyan understanding of the Christian Perfection.'° 
Peck further distinguishes between three different aspects of present throne positions: 

Throne ways of being—since we are born of God and we are united with Him, 

Christ is in us and we are in Him, and we are God’s royal children. Throne ways 

of thinking—as we sit with God on His throne representatively in God’s purposes 

and thoughts, we begin to think throne thoughts, thinking as God thinks. Throne 
way of living—as we are in constant awareness of His presence and fellowship 
through the Spirit, we experience intimate communion with Him and the life of 
the throne"! 

Peck’s throne life is similar to royal lifestyle with mindset that produces royal 


integrity, which I mentioned in the introduction of this thesis. The throne life or royal 


lifestyle comes from the belief that we are royal sons and daughters of the King of kings 


'° The A to Z of the Holiness Movement in Google Books, accessed December 14, 2013, http:// 
www.baoks.google.com/books, 232-233. 


" Paul King, Come Up Higher: Discovering Throne Life: The Highest Christian Life for the 21" 
Century (Tulsa, OK: One Seed Press, 2013), 47-48. 
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and the Lord of lords. This belief produces a royal mentality, which then produces a royal 


mindset. Royal mentality enables one to think as God thinks, as Peck wrote. The royal 
mentality eventually produces royal integrity. 

Andrew Murray (1828-1917), a Dutch reformed pastor and writer in South Africa 
in the nineteenth century, wrote in his book titled Abide in Christ, “Take time to realize 
that the King’s own robe has indeed been put on, and that in it you need not fear entering 
into His presence. It is the token that you are the man whom the King delights to 
honor.””? As Andrew Murray noted, Christians are royal people whom God the King of 
the universe delights to honor. The King puts royal robes on His children so that they 
may live out their roles as royal children of the King. Hannah Whitall Smith (1832-1911), 
a Quaker, lay speaker, and writer in the Holiness movement in the nineteenth century, 
also asserted, “We have been called to be kings, and we were created to have dominion 
over the earth.'’ Christians are redeemed to reign in life, having dominion over the earth, 
through Christ as Smith wrote. Christ resolved the sin of humanity through His death. 
Christ raised humanity up to the original position of royalty through His resurrection so 


that redeemed humanity might rule and reign over the earth through love and justice. 


In the early Twentieth Century 
In early twentieth century many ministers taught throne life, including A.B. 
Simpson, E.W. Kenyon and others. A.B. Simpson (1843-1919), a founder of The 


Christian and Missionary Alliance, was born December 15, 1843 in Canada. In 1865, 


" King, 58. 


8 King, 62. 
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Simpson accepted a pastorate at Knox Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, Ontario. In 1873, 


at the age of thirty, Simpson left Canada to pastor the Chestnut Street Presbyterian 
Church in Louisville, Kentucky, and later the Thirteenth Street Presbyterian Church in 
New York City, where he also founded The Christian and Missionary Alliance.'* 

Simpson wrote in his book The Self Life or the Christ Life, “The argument against 
lying is: we have put off the old man and put on the new man. We have ceased to be 
paupers and have become princes. Therefore, we are to put off the rags of the beggar and 
wear the epaulette of a prince.”'* The old self has a pauper mentality. However, the new 
self has a royal mentality. When one’s old self is crucified with its pauper mentality, a 
new self is raised with a royal mentality. His writing is also similar to that of Peck. 
Christians need to be clothed with a royal robe and live as new humans. 

W. Kenyon (1867-1948) was born on April 24, 1867, at a lumber camp, the fourth 
son in a family of ten in Hadley Hills, New York. He was a pastor, an evangelist, a writer, 
the president of a Bible institute, and a songwriter. He stated in his book, The Father and 
fis Family, 

The family of God is a Royal Family. God is King of the Universe, and we are 

His sons and daughters. We are partakers of His nature. We are joint heirs with 

Christ the Lord. We are called His children. We are members of the heavenly 

aristocracy. Every flower of this earth, every shrub and plant, every rock and 

mineral, every hidden secret and purpose of God are for us or about us. The great 


Father God has only one dream and plan, and this is for His children. Everything 
in the entire universe centers in this Family. We are not poor, weak worms of the 





“Then and Now, “A.B. Simpson.” In The Alliance, accessed December 16, 2013, 
http://www.cmalliance.org » About > History. 
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dust; we are sons and daughters of God Most High. I’m in the Royal Family. My 

Father God is King.'* 

E. W. Kenyon also proclaimed in his book titled New Creation Realities, “I know 
Tam a Son of God, and if 1 am a Son, then ] am an heir and a joint-heir with Jesus 
Christ.”"’ Kenyon, in his book, described the reality of becoming a royal member of 
God’s family. He highlighted the fact that children of God are royal members of God’s 
Kingdom, having royal status. He also asserted that children of God are heirs of God’s 
Kingdom. 

Vladimir Lossky (1904-1958) was a modern Eastern Orthodox writer who wrote 
on deification, which is similar to the concept of royal identity. Deification in Eastern 
Orthodoxy is the process of becoming like God; this will be discussed further in the 
Theological Foundations chapter. Becoming like God is the same as having a royal 
identity. He wrote in a 1953 essay about “redemption and deification,” 


The descent (katabasis) of the divine person of Christ makes human persons 
capable of an ascent (anabasis) in the Holy Spirit. It was necessary that the 
voluntary humiliation, the redemptive self-emptying (kenosis) of the Son of God 
should take place, so that fallen men might accomplish their vocation of theosis, 
the deification of created beings by uncreated grace. Thus the redeeming work of 
Christ—or rather, more generally speaking, the Incarnation of the Word—is seen 
as directly related to the ultimate goal of creatures: to know union with God. If 
this union has been accomplished in the divine person of the Son, who is God 
become man, it is necessary that each human person should in turn become god 
by grace, or become “a partaker in the divine nature,” according to St. Peter’s 
expression (2Peter 1:4)."* 


“EW. Kenyon, The Father and His Family: A Restatement of the Plan of Redemption, 
(Lynnwood, WA: Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing, 1998), 188, 


"E.W. Kenyon, New Creation Realities, (Lynnwood, WA: Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing, 2000), 
92. 
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As Lossky stated, redemption is a process of deification. Through the Incarnation 


of the Christ, humans are able to united with Christ. Through this union, humans become 
partakers in the divine nature. Through this union, humans become like God. just as 


children become like their parents. 


A.W. Tozer (1897-1963), a pastor and writer in The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, wrote about putting on royal robes in his book The Knowledge of the Holy, “We 
benefit eternally by God’s being just what He is. Because He is what He is, He lifts up 
our heads out of the prison house, changes our prison garments for royal robes, and 
makes us to eat bread continually before Him all the days of our lives.”'” As Tozer wrote, 
Christians as royal people receive privilege to eat bread with their King at the royal table, 
just as children eat bread with their parents at the dining table. Christians are raised up 


because of who Christ is and are able to enter the King’s palace. 


Latter Half of the Twentieth Century 

Billheimer (1899-1984) began a tent ministry in Anderson, Indiana in 1936 that 
grew to include a Bible institute, a Christian high school, a Christian day school, and in 
1957, a Christian television station. Billheimer wrote a book titled Destined to Overcome, 
in which he commented on royalty, 


Redeemed members of the human race, the only race in all creation that was made 
in the image of God, will constitute this Eternal Companion. Since this 
companion is to share the throne of the universe with her Lover and Lord, she 
must be trained, educated, and prepared for her queenly role.?” 


° A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy: The Attributes of God, Their Meaning in the Christian 
Life (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1961), 67. 


*° Paul E. Billheimer, Destined to Overcome: Classic Biblical Tools For Defeating the Enemy 
(Bloomington, MN: Bethany House, 1982), 60-61. 
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Billheimer also asserted the reality of organic unity between Christ and Church. 
He states, “God raised us up together with Him and seated us together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus. In other words, we have already been legally enthroned with Christ 
because we are organically united with Him.”! As Billheimer stated, Christians are 
united with Christ through accepting Christ into their hearts. Through this union, 
Christians are legally enthroned with Christ as His brides. Because of this royal reality, 
Christians are to be educated, trained, and equipped so that they may understand their 
role and their position in the Kingdom. Through this preparation, they are able to live as 
royal sons and daughters of the King of kings. 

Jack Winter (1931-2003) was the founder of Daystar Ministries, a network of 
healing communities that spanned the United States, who was born during the 
charismatic renewal. He graduated from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota in 
1953, majoring in philosophy, and from Bethany School of Missions in Bloomington, 
Minnesota in 1956, where he and his wife, Dorothy, served on staff for nine years. In 
1964 he founded Daystar Ministries. Winter mainly emphasized the Father Heart of God. 
At his seminars and conferences, he spoke of the unconditional love of God upon His 
children. Winter commented in his book The Home Coming, “There's a big difference 
between being a servant and being a son. If we’re a servant, all we can do is bring others 
to a Master. If we're a son, we can bring them to a Father.””” Knowing one’s royal 
identity comes from knowing who God really is. Perceiving who God really is determines 


perceiving who one really is. When one views God as a Master, he or she views himself 





7! Paul E. Billheimer, Destined for the Throne: How Spiritual Warfare Prepares the Bride of 
Christ for Her Eternal Destiny (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House), 59-60. 
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or herself as a servant. However, when one views God as a Father, one views oneself as a 


son or daughter. Winter made a great impact on many people all over the world in 
revealing the true heart of God as a Father. It seems that the pouring out of the love of the 
Father God became very strong in late twentieth century. Winter mentored Jack Frost, the 
founder of Shiloh Place Ministries in South Carolina. 

John Osteen (1921-1999) was a pastor, evangelist, author, and teacher, who also 
taught about royal identity. In his book Reigning in Life as a King, he wrote that 
Christians reign in life through one’s exalted position in Christ, through the abundance of 
grace, the gift of righteousness, the Name of Jesus, the confession of God’s Word, the 
power of humility, and forgiveness.” He asserted, “He wants to train us to reign over 
every circumstance IN THIS PRESENT LIFE.”** Osteen’s teaching on royal identity is 
very simple and direct. He stressed reigning in life through righteousness. 

Derek Prince (1915-2003) was a British minister who described Christian royal 
identity in his book YOU Matter to GOD, Discovering Your True Value and Identity in 
God's Eyes. He states, “In a teaching I once gave titled, ‘Who am I?’ I used the subtitle 
‘Discover Yourself in God’s Mirror.’ This gives a hint of where we need to go next to 
understand our identity and how valuable we are.””> By examining Psalm 8 and Genesis 
1, Prince states, 


What is man? Humankind has been made just a little lower than God. The 
purpose for this was to make him a ruler. Everything in the earth was put under 


73 John Osteen, Reigning in Life as a King (Houston, TX: A John Osteen, 1984), 7. 
ea Osteen, 30. 


> Derek Prince, You Matter to God: Discovering Your True Value and Identity in God's Eyes 
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the feet of man and woman for them to rule. We find that drive still in mankind 
today—that innate sense that we ought to be ruling, that craving to rule.” 


As Prince stated, every human being has an innate desire to rule. That desire is 
deeply embedded in the human soul, because human beings are created in the royal 
image of God. The desire to rule is the evidence that human beings are created to be 
royalty. 

Jack Frost (1953-2007) wrote books about the Father’s love, the orphan spirit, and 
sonship. They are Experiencing Father's Embrace (2002) and Spiritual Slavery to 
Spiritual Sonship (2006). In Experiencing Father’s Embrace, Frost wrote on the 
importance of perceiving God as a loving Father, as well as oneself as a beloved child. 
He also asserts the importance of intimacy between God the Father and His beloved 
children. He stated, “In whose image do you walk? Your image of yourself will 
determine the depth of intimacy you will have with God, your spouse, your children, and 
your friends.””” Indeed, one’s self-image determines one’s depth of intimacy with God. 
In Spiritual Slavery to Spiritual Sonship, he compared a child of God to'a son of God, 
using Galatians 4:1-7. He also contrasted an orphan with a son. An immature child of 
God who has an orphan heart should grow up to be a mature son of God who has a heart 
of sonship.”* His writing on sonship based on Galatians 4 is very similar to what I wrote 


in the Biblical Foundations chapter. He distinguishes children of God from sons of God. 


°° Prince, 35. 
*” Jack Frost, Experiencing Father's Embrace (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2002), 41. 
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Conclusion 

In the past, some Christians have viewed believers as having a royal identity as 
sons and daughters of King God Almighty. Some writers have also written on the topic of 
royal identity throughout church history. After researching the historical aspects of royal 
identity in light of church history, it is found that the idea of royal identity is more 
prevalent in the twentieth century than in other centuries. It reminded me of a video 
lecture by Professor Horace Six-Means. Dr. Horace Six-Means’ video lecture 9.1 for the 
History of Christianity course at United Theological Seminary emphasizes blessings in 
the light of church history. The blessing of the sixteenth century is the justification that 
came through the Reformation begun by Martin Luther and others. The blessing of the 
nineteenth century is the sanctification that came through the Holiness Movement by 
John Wesley, Phoebe Palmer, and others. The blessing of the twentieth century is the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit that came through Pentecostalism begun William Seymour 
and others.” It scems that the revelation of the royal identity of human beings is the 
culmination of all these blessings. As Dr. Horace Six-Means commented in his video 
lecture, “Then history has theological meaning.” History, by itself, has theological 


significance. 


* Horace, Six-Means, “History,” Masters Equivalency Courses /13-Fa_MDES13-h/Week 10: 
November 17-November 23/ Lecture Video 9.1. accessed December 20, 2013. 
http://online.united edu/mod/kalvidres/view.php?id=49524 My courses. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

Royalty or a royal identity is one of ‘the main themes in the Scriptures. From 
Genesis to Revelation, the Scriptures speak about royal identity. In Genesis, the man and 
the woman were created to be royal rulers over the earth. Humanity, however, lost their 
royal identity as rulers by disobeying God. Although they lost their royal identity as 
rulers, God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world that He might restore the original royal 
identity of humanity through his death and resurrection. The last book of Scripture, the 
book of Revelation, states that Christ restored the royal identity of those who believe in 
Him. Revelation 1:6 (NKJV) states, “And hath made us kings and priests unto Ged and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.” 

The Scriptures could be called the royal Bible, because they are full of stories and 
writings of and about royalty, The Torah, the first five books of Scripture, are mainly 
about Moses, foreshadowing King Christ, who grew up as a royal prince in Egypt and 
delivered his people from Egypt and received the Law, the Ten Commandments, from 
God. James called the law a “royal law” (Jas 2:8). The book of Judges is the story of the 
chaotic life of Israel because there were no kings at that time. The book of Ruth is the 
story a woman who eventually became the great grandmother of King David. Her story 


would not have been in the Scriptures if she had not been the great grandmother of King 
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David. The books of First and Second Samuel include the story of Samuel who anointed 


two kings, Saul and David. The books of the First and Second Kings and Chronicles are 
the stories of the kings in Northern and Southern Israel. The book of Esther is the story of 
a woman who became a queen who saved her people. The book of Psalms is a royal 

poem written by King David. The book of Proverbs could be called a manual for kingship, 
because King Solomon gave his son instructions on how to be a wise king. The book of 
Ecclesiastes is King Solomon’s reflection of his life. The book of Song of Songs is the 
love story of King Solomon. All the books of the prophets are books about prophets who 
prophesied about the coming King Jesus. 

The four Gospels in the New Testament are the story of the birth, life, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the King of kings. The rest of the New Testament is 
the story of the apostles who were royal priests (1Pet 2:9). Anizor Uche summarizes the 
entirety of Scripture in light of the theme of royalty in his book, Kings and Priests: 
Scripture’s Theological Account of its Readers. He states that God created Adam and Eve 
as a royal priesthood (Ge 2) and chose Israel as a kingdom priesthood (Ex 19:6) and the 
church as a royal priesthood (1 Pet 2:9).! 

Although Christians are royal children of God, they are not conscious of their 
royal status. Ron Highfield, professor of religion at Pepperdine University, wrote on this 
matter in his book, God, Freedom and Human Dignity: 

The idea that God is our Father and we are his children has become so familiar 

that it has almost lost all meaning, At most it says that God is kindly toward us, 

and this translates into a warm feeling without much conceptual content. Of 


course, Jesus teaches that God cares for us as a good father cares for his children. 
God wants us to enjoy this sense of intimacy and security. But there is more. The 


‘Uche Anizor, Kings and Priests: Scripture ’s Theological Account of lis Readers (Eugene, OR: 
Pickwick Publications, 2014). 
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feeling or consciousness of being God’s child must be rooted in the reality of 
what we are.” 


The consciousness of being God’s child must be rooted in the reality of one’s 
royal identity. This consciousness could be called the “royal consciousness.”* This royal 
consciousness is lacking in the minds of many Christians. This is the reason that this 
thesis is focused on evaluating one’s royal consciousness as well as one’s royal attitude 
and behavior. 

For the Theological Foundations Chapter, soteriology, the doctrine of salvation, is 
mainly addressed along with the doctrine of man and sin. In this chapter, I will assert that 
human beings were royal in their origin, yet feli into sin, losing their royal identity. God, 
however, restores human beings’ original royal identity through Christ. The doctrine of 


human beings will be addressed first, followed by the doctrines of sin and salvation. 


The Doctrine of Human Beings 
The Scriptures portray a human being as one who bears the image of God. 
According to the Genesis account, the first human being was created in the image of God. 
Genesis 1:26 states, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and Jet them rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.” A human being is a “shadowed image” 


of his/her Maker,* When God created plants and animals, God created them according to 


” Ron Highfield, God, Freedom and Human Dignity: Embracing a God-centered Identity in a Me- 
centered Culture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2013), 161-162. 


* Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination 2°! ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 
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their kinds (Ge 1:12, 21, 24). However, God did not create human beings according to 


their kind. God created them according to His image so that God might come in and 
dwell inside them. When people make gloves, they design them according to the structure 
of the human hand so that the gloves fit. Similarly, God made human beings according to 
His image so that human beings might fit His indwelling. This constitutes human beings 
as God’s greatest creative work, the only part of the created order capable of entering into 
fellowship with the Creator.* God is Spirit. Since God is Spirit, human beings are 
spiritual beings, bearing His image. John H. Coe, a professor of spiritual theology and 
philosophy at Biola University, states, “The core of human identity is the fact that we are 
a spirit who is embodied as a holistic soul.’ The core of human identity is a spirit, not a 
body. The spirit of a human being is what ontologically distinguishes him from the beast 
and other creatures.’ 

David described the nature of the human being in Psalms 8:4-7, “What is man that 
you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a litle 
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You made them 
rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet.” This verse 
clearly indicates that human beings were created to be royal kings on earth who were 
supposed to rule and reign over the earth. God crowned human beings with dignity to 
become rulers on earth. God is King in Heaven and a human being is king on earth. 


Human beings are a visual representation of God on earth. When animals saw Adam, 


* Donald Guthrie, New Testemant Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1981), 117. 


° John H. Coe and Todd W. Hall, Psychology in the Spirit: Contours of a Transformational 
Psychology (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2010), 220. 
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they saw God in Adam, because Adam resembled God. Larry L. Pratt, Jr., an associate 


professor of Old Testament at the Reformed Theological Seminary, wrote on this matter 
in his book, Designed for Dignity, 

God did not make Adam and Eve to resemble rocks, trees, or animals. Nothing so 

common was in his design for us. Instead, God carefully shaped the first man and 

woman so that they were in his likeness. He determined to make us creatures of 
incomparable dignity .. . God, the Creator of all, has announced that we are his 
image—royal images possessing divinely ordained dignity.* 

As Pratt states, human beings resemble God because they were created according 
to the royal image of God. This royal image is integral to the creation of human beings.” 
It is loaded with divine dignity. 

The image of God also relates to royalty because the image of God is directly 
connected to the commission that Adam and Eve received at their creation. Genesis 1:16 
again states, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” Here one can easily discover the 
inseparable relationship between the image of God and rulership. God did not say, “Let 
us make mankind in our image so that they may love one another,” although God is love. 
God did not say, “Let us make mankind in our image so that they may work,” although 
God works. God did not say, “Let us make mankind in our image so that they may live a 
holy life,” although God is holy. Among many attributes or images of God, God chose 
only one attribute, that is, the ability to rule. Ruling is the most important aspect of one’s 


life. Ruling is the destiny of mankind. The desire to rule is evidence of God’s DNA in 


* Richard L., Pratt, Jr., Designed for Dignity: What God Has Made It Possible for You to Be 
(Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1993), 9. 
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one’s heart. So the image of God and calling to rule is inseparable. John Piper, author and 


pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, addressed the relationship between the image of 
God and rulership in his article, “The Image of God,” 

Helmut Thielicke thinks that here we have a statement of the very essence of the 

image. ‘The divine likeness is thus a relational entity because it is manifested in 

man’s ruling position vis-a-vis the rest of creation, or better, because it consists in 
this manifestation, in this exercise of dominion and lordship.’ He maintains that to 
distinguish between the image itself and its manifestation is to foist a Platonic 
way of thinking onto the text, which is foreign to biblical thought. Over against 
this idea I would place von Rad's opposite contention. ‘This commission to rule is 
not considered as belonging to the definition of God’s image; but it is its 
consequence, i.e., that for which man is capable because of it.’!” 

Whether the ruling position is the manifestation of the image of God or not, the 
ruling position and the image of God are inseparable. Tim Keller states in his book, Every 
Good Endeavor, “The close connection of Genesis chapter 1, verse 26 with the mandate 
to ‘rule’ shows that this act of ruling is a definite aspect of what it means to be made in 
God’s image.""! Since God is King over the universe, his image is royalty. The identity 
of a human being is found in the identity of God, because human beings were created in 
the image of God. Identity determines the authority—the status and the position—of a 


human being. Identity is the core of a human being, while authority is the manifestation 


of that identity. 


The Doctrine of Sin 
The nature of sin has been discussed and debated among theologians over the 


centuries. Sin means “go astray” or “miss the mark,” presenting it as a failure with regard 


* John Piper, “The Image of God,” An Approach from Biblical and Systemic Theology Published 
in Studia Biblica et Theologica (March 1971), accessed April 1, 2014, 
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to the norm.'? Augustine, a renowned theologian in fifth century, explained the nature of 
sin, using three analogies to illuminate the nature of original sin: disease, power, and guilt. 
Alister E. McGrath wrote on Augustine’s understanding of sin in his book titled, 
Christian Theology, 

The first analogy treats sin as analogous to some form of hereditary disease, 
which is passed down from one generation to another. This disease weakens and 
incapacitates humanity and cannot be cured by human agency. Christ is the divine 
physician, by whose ‘wounds we are healed’ (Isa 53:5). Augustine understands salvation 
partly in sanative or medical terms, in that humanity is healed by the grace of God, so 
that the mind may recognize God and the will may freely respond to the divine offer of 
grace.’ 

The nature of sin would be better understood if it were compared to a cancer virus, 
rather than a disease. When a cancer virus enters the human body, the virus first invades 
the cell, then the nucleus, and then the DNA. The cancer virus then inserts its own DNA 
code into the human DNA code. As a result, the compromised human DNA manufactures 
cancer cells instead of human cells.’ The cancer cells spread to the whole body, 
deforming the tissues and organs. The cancer eventually disfigures the person physically, 
psychologically and spiritually. The person loses his or her self-image and eventually 


dies of the cancer if nothing is done. 


2 Walther Bichrodt, Theology of the Old Testament, trans. J, A. Baker (Philadelphia, PA: 
Westminster Press, 1967), 380. 
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Similarly, sin enters the human body (cell), then the human soul (nucleus), and 


then the human spirit (DNA). Sin then inserts its own DNA code into the human spirit 
DNA code. Thus, sin messes up the human spirit, deforming the original image of royally. 
As a result, sin disfigures one’s royal identity, changing the identity of human beings 
from rulers to slaves. What Christ did on the cross was to make the antidote for sin. Jesus 
died because the sin virus infected him. Sin killed Jesus. However, Jesus killed the sin 
virus through the antibodies in his blood created by his resurrection. The blood of Jesus 
has the antidote for sin. Those who receive the blood of Jesus will be healed from the sin 
virus and experience a new life. 

When sin entered the human soul in the Garden, sin entered into it through 
deception. Among all the lies, the serpent chose to lie about their identity by promising, 
“You will be like God, knowing good and evil.” The truth is that they were already like 
God made in His image. The serpent twisted the Word of God and spoke a lie to Eve in 
Genesis 3:1 by asking, “Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” The serpent planted doubt about God’s love in the heart of Eve. The serpent 
convinced Eve that God was not to be trusted—God had withheld part of the truth 
concerning the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. God had not, the serpent 
argued, given humanity the best gifts available, but had reserved something for Himself. 
He inferred that something more than mere humanity in God’s image could be attained. 
Conversely, mere humanity was disdainful.!° The serpent denied God’s curse by saying 
that they would not die and preceded to enumerate the blessings that would come from 


eating of the tree (“your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 


'S Mark E, Biddle, “Genesis 3: Sin, Shame and Self-Esteem,” Review and Expositor 103 (Spring 
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and evil”). Strangely, his account of the potential blessings is an accurate prediction of 
what actually happened. As a result of eating from the tree, their eyes were indeed 
opened and they did indeed come to know good and evil.'® Genesis 3:7 states, “The eyes 
of both of them were opened and they realized they were naked, and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” Once they violated the law of God 
and crossed the boundary into God’s territory, massive amounts of information regarding 
the knowledge of good and evil flooded their minds and were downloaded into their 
spirits. They were in a state of spiritual shock, or spiritual death, not knowing how to 
handle or control the knowledge of good and evil that they had obtained. The first change 
in their state of spiritual shock was'a change in their perception: the opening of their eyes 
to their nakedness. Their eyes were opened to their nakedness! It implies that before 
eating the fruit their eyes were closed to their nakedness. The possible reason that their 
eyes were opened was, as many forefathers believed, that the glory and the presence of 
God departed from them due to their sin of disobedience. Before the fall, Adam and Eve 
were clothed with the glory and presence of God. They were covered and veiled with His 
glory and presence so much that they were able to see the world entirely through the lens 
of the glory of God. When they first saw their own nakedness through the lens of the 
glory of God, they did not feel shame because the glory of God, like clothes, covered 
their naked body. However, when the glory of God departed from them, their eyes were 
unveiled and opened, and they saw the world entirely through their own eyes. They 


realized that, now having to decide for themselves their own best interests, everything 


'$ William, N. Wilder, “Illumination and Investiture: the Royal Significance of the Tree of 
Wisdom in Genesis 3,” 77J 68 (2006): 51-69. accessed February 12,2014. ATLA Religion Database with 
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looked somewhat different. With their own eyes, they saw the world differently.'’ When 


they lost God, they lost God’s image in them. When they lost God’s image, they lost their 
identity. When they lost their identity, they lost their perception. When they lost their 
perception, they saw everything in.a distorted way. 

The second change that occurred in their state of spiritual shock was a change in 
their own self-perception. They could not look at themselves with their own eyes, 
because of shame. When they violated the law of God, they could not handle or control 
the knowledge of evil. Rather the knowledge of evil controlled them. Knowledge has 
power. Good knowledge has power that liberates people. However, evil knowledge has 
power that destroys people. Once the knowledge of evil was flooded into their minds, that 
knowledge destroyed their minds, which was created in God’s image. The evil 
knowledge shook their minds, causing massive earthquakes in their soul shifting the 
soul’s entire structure and turning it upside down. Originally they were created in God’s 
image as rulers, crowned and clothed with glory and honor (Ps 8:5). They were rulers 
over the earth. Now, however, the whole structure of their soul was so massively turned 
upside down that their mindsets were totally shifted from ruler to slave, from honor to 
shame, and from courage to fear. They lost their original identity as rulers. 

As a result, their image was shattered and disfigured. Their image became like 
that of a burn patient. Their image was no longer the image of God or the royal image of 
aruler. Rather, their image became the negative image of a slave. They became spiritual 
prisoners of their own negative self-image, as I stated in the introduction. Since they 


"’ Terence E. Fretheim, “Genesis,” New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary in Twelve Volumes, ed. 
Leander FE. Keck, vol. 1 (Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 1994), 361. 
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became spiritual prisoners of their own negative self-image, their view to teality became 


negative. Their view of themselves became negative and full of shame. Their view of 
God became negative with fear and blame. Their view of each other became negative 
with complaints and blame. Because of their disfigured negative image, their perception 
of self was disfigured. They could no longer look at themselves. Shame so overwhelmed 
them that they hid themselves with fig leaves in order to cover up their disfigured image. 
Shame comes from the failure to meet the standard they were supposed to live by. 
Helen Merrell Lynd states that experiences of shame are exposures of peculiarly sensitive, 
intimate, vulnerable aspects of the self.'* When their sensitive and intimate aspects of self 
were exposed, they felt shame. The exposure of intimate aspects of self indicates a 
disappearance of covering. They could not look at themselves as they were, because they 
were shameful of whom they were at that moment. Henry Malone asserts, “Shame comes 
into our life when we are aware that our actual self is not the same as our true self.”!” 
Their true, original selves were dignified with glory and honor. Their actual selves, 
however, were undignified, dirty, and corrupted. They could not look at themselves 
because they saw themselves as ugly. From an identity perspective, shame is the outcry 
of the original and true self who would speak to the corrupted self, “You have the toyal 
image of God and you are supposed to reflect what God looks like on earth. You, 
however, have failed to live up to who you are and have become a slave. What a shame!” 
The third change in their state of spiritual shock is their changed perception of 


God. Genesis 3:8 states, “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God 
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as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 


among the trees of the garden.” Initially when Adam and Eve saw God, they had a 
reverent fear and awe of God. But the reverent fear of God had become tainted with sin, 
turning it into an abnormal fear of God. Just as they hid themselves by covering up with 
fig leaves, they also hid themselves from God behind the tree. 

The loss of their true identity, their true selves, was related to nakedness or 
clothing. Before the fall, they did not feel shame although they were naked (Gen 2:25). 
Church fathers interpreted that the reason they did not feel shame is that they were 
clothed with the glory of God. They, however, felt naked and shamed when the glory of 
God left because of their sin. For most church fathers, shame and nakedness belonged 
together—even before the fall. Many scholars also understand that the main function of 
clothing is to avert or cover one’s shame. However, William N. ‘Wilder, a Director of 
Educational Ministries at the Center for Christian Study, wrote about this issue with a 
different perspective: 

Again, my objection to the modern presumption is not to deny that shame is 

important in Gen 3 or that one of the functions of clothing afier the fall is to cover 

Adam and Eve’s shame. It is to indicate, rather, that modern interpreters have so 

focused on the shame-covering function of clothing that they generally miss what 

ancient interpreters took for granted: the use of clothing as a means of beauty, 
glory, even royal majesty. It is true that the unashamed nakedness of Adam and 

Eve in Gen 2:25 cannot itself be seen as an investiture (clothing) with God’s glory, 

as most ancient interpreters believed. On the other hand, it is important not to 

neglect the way in which nakedness without shame (Gen 2:25) stili points to the 
need for clothing—if not as an antidote to shame, then as a means to royal 

honor. 


The awareness of nakedness is associated with eating the fruit of the Tree of the 


Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam and Eve came to realize that they were naked at the 
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moment of eating it. Eating the fruit might be associated with clothing. God might have 


intended to clothe Adam and Eve with royal robes when they were ready. God could have 
planned a crowning ceremony for them, clothing them with royal robes. The Scriptures 
reveal an association between clothing and a position of honor and inheritance, beginning 
with Joseph, Mordecai, Daniel, the prodigal son, and so on. Adam and Eve were created 
to be rulers. In order to rule the earth, they needed ruling principles and wisdom, just as 
Solomon asked God in 1 King 3:9 (RSV), “Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern 
this your great people?” Solomon also wrote in Proverbs 8:15, “By me kings reign and 
rulers make laws that are just.” Adam and Eve, as a royal prince and princess, had a royal 
responsibility to rule the earth. This royal responsibility was first, to discern good and 
evil, and second, to rule the earth on the basis of this discernment. 

In order to hide their nakedness, Adam and Eve covered themselves with fig 
leaves, thus, creating false selves, Since then, human beings have covered themselves 
with different kinds of fig leaves in order to create a false self. Mark E. Biddle wrote on 
this matter, 

The resultant shame, in turn, can fuel the narcissistic drives to mask the sense of 
inadequacy by manipulating and denigrating others in order to feel more powerful, 
by acquiring even more commodities to cover one’s inherent lack, and by 
constructing a “false self” characterized by bravado and professed self-sufficiency 
behind which to hide.?! 

As Biddle states, a human being intuitively feels a sense of inadequacy or a sense 


of inherent lack that one subconsciously covers oneself up, thus, constructing a false self. 


As mentioned in the introduction, even many Christians construct a false self by gaining 
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achievements or by imitating celebrities. In order to construct a false self, one has to 


clothe oneself with fig leaves, which come from the world. In order to construct a new 
self, one also has to clothe oneself with royal robes, which come from God. In both cases, 
clothing is involved. The ditference is the source. The world offers all different kinds of 
clothes that people use to cover their sense of inadequacy or sense of inherent lack. 
Because of the nature and the way of the world, the false self is made up of what I have, 
what I do, and what people think of'me.”* This is the way the Devil tempted Eve and 


Jesus. (Mat 4:1-11) 


The Doctrine of Salvation 

Many metaphors are used to describe salvation in the Scriptures. McGrath states 
that the Christian life is the process of being conformed to Christ, in which the outward 
aspects of the believer’s life are brought into line with the inward relationship to Christ. 
McGrath asserts that Jesus Christ shapes salvation and that He provides a model or 
paradigm for the redeemed life.” Apostle John views salvation as rebirth (Jn 3:5). 
Apostle Paul views it as a new creation (Gal 6:15). Salvation begins with rebirth, 
continues through growth, and ends on earth through death. In this chapter, salvation will 


be explained in terms of birth, growth, and the completion of identity. 
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the Birth of Identity 

Birth is the way that God has ordained life is brought into existence. Jesus 
declared to Nicodemus in John 3:5-6, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit.” Here Jesus states that the birth of the Spirit is similar to that of the 
flesh. David Needham also states, “By physical conception my parents gave me ‘flesh’ 
birth. It involved much more than any ‘getting something.’ I became someone. I became 
areal, full-fledged, ‘flesh’ person. Similarly, by the new birth I became a brand-new kind 
of person.” Salvation is more than getting something. It is the process of becoming 
someone. And that process is called “birth.” There are many similarities between the 
birth of the flesh and the birth of the Spirit. 

First, spiritual birth has birth pains, just like physical birth. Tania Oldanhage 
wrote about the cross as birth pains in her paper, Jesus’ Labor Pain: Rereading Birth and 
Crisis in the Passion Narrative,” 

With his hands stretched out and nailed to a wooden board, he looks down upon a 

figure that is about to emerge from the wound on his side. Next to the cross is a 

woman who receives the newborn with her hands like a midwife. What we see 

here, according to Bynum, is the birth of the church out of the wounded body of 

Christ. 

The cross of Jesus portrays birth. Jesus compared his death to labor in John 16:21- 


22, “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come: but when her 


baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 
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So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and 


no one will take away your joy.” The suffering that Jesus had on the cross were God’s 
birth pains. The image of the cross is similar to that of a pregnant woman in labor: hours 
of excruciating pain, crying, screaming, blood spilling out, and water gushing out.” 

Second, spiritual birth involves two parents, the Spirit of God and the Word of 
God,” just as physical birth involves two physical parents. When one believes in Jesus, 
repenting of one’s sin by the help of the Spirit and the Word of God, the person is 
immediately born into God’s family, receiving eternal life. 

Third, spiritual birth determines one’s lineage. Once one is born again, the person 
is born into the royal family of God who rules His Kingdom, the universe, as a King. So 
the person’s name is recorded in the royal genealogy of Jesus. The person becomes a 
member of God’s royal family, as Hebrews states in 2:11, “Both the one who makes men 
holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers.” As a member of God’s royal family, the person grows up as a prince or a 
princess, receiving a royal education. 

Fourth, spiritual birth determines one’s nature. When a human baby is born, the 
baby inherits a human nature, not that of an animal or plant. Similarly, when a person is 
born of God, the person inherits God’s nature. John states in 1John 3:9, “No one who is 
born of God will continue to sin because God’s seed remains in him.” Here, “seed” in 
Greek is sperma. A gene contains the genetic information for the development and 


function of cells and living organisms. It contains the instructions to construct the 
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components of a cell, such as proteins. Similarly, when one inherits the sperma, God’s 


gene, through spiritual birth, the gene contains the information for the development and 
function of one’s spirit, which makes them like God. A dog is a dog because it is born a 
dog having a dog’s nature. A cat is a cat because it is born a cat, having a cat’s nature. So 
spiritual birth indicates that one will grow up to be like God, having God’s nature. 

That is why Paul asserts in Ephesians 4:23-24, “You were taught, with regard to 
your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires, to be made new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the new self, created 
to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” The process of salvation is the process 
of becoming like God in true righteousness and holiness. Peter also states in 2Peter 1:4, 
“Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.” In a sense, salvation is a process of deification, because one 
possesses the nature of God through spiritual birth. As Athanasius of Alexandria states, 
“God became human, in order that humans might become like God.”** Modern Eastern 
Orthodox writer, Vladimir Lossky (1904-58), states in a 1953 essay on the theme of 
“redemption and deification”: 

The descent (katabasis) of the divine person of Christ makes human persons 

capable of an ascent (anabasis) in the Holy Spirit. It was necessary that the 

voluntary humiliation, the redemptive self-emptying (kenosis) of the Son of God 
should take place, so that fallen men might accomplish their vocation of theosis, 
the deification of created beings by uncreated grace. Thus the redeeming work of 

Christ—or rather, more generally speaking, the Incarnation of the Word—is seen 

as directly related to the ultimate goal of creatures: to know union with God. If 


this union has been accomplished in the divine person of the Son, who is God 
become man. It is necessary that each human person should in turn become god 


*8 McGrath, 339. 
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by grace, or become “a partaker in the divine nature,” according-to St. Peter’s 


expression (2Peter 1:4), ? 

The idea of deification is to become like God (homoiosis theoi). Through Christ, 
who is the mediator of divinity to humanity, a believer is able to possess the nature of 
God. Once a believer possesses the nature of God, the person gradually becomes like God, 
because nature determines destiny. Salvation is the process of becoming like God. 

The Scottish evangelist Henry Drummond used to illustrate the truth by using the 
five kingdoms in this world. The lowest of them, the mineral kingdom, possesses no life 
at all. The piant kingdom, the animal kingdom, and the human kingdom all have life; and 
the highest kingdom of all—God’s kingdom—is the source of all life. No lower kingdom 
can push its way into the next higher kingdom. The lower kingdom can be transformed 
into the next higher kingdom only when the higher kingdom can reach down and pull the 
lower kingdoms up. Minerals cannot transform themselves into plants, but plants can 
reach into the mineral kingdom and transform minerais into plants. Plants cannot push 
their way into the animal kingdom, but animals can eat the plants and transform them into 
animals. In the same way, animal flesh becomes human flesh. The human kingdom 
cannot be transformed into God’s kingdom on its own. It is possible only when God 
reaches down, as Jesus, into the human kingdom and transforms the human kingdom into 
God’s kingdom.” 

In cach transformation, death is required. When a plant dies and is consumed, it is 


transformed into the animal nature. When an animal dies and is consumed, it is 


91 ossky, 339. 


*° Wiersbe, 5. 
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transformed into the human nature. Likewise, when one’s old self dies. one is 


transformed into God’s nature. That is why Paul declared in Gal 2:20, “I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life ] live in the 


body, | live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself or me.” 


The Growth of Identity 

Once one is born of God, the “self” develops its identity’! The self has to grow 
through the stages of spiritual development. In theology, spiritual growth is called 
“sanctification.” Wayne Grudem, a theologian, describes three stages of sanctification: 1. 
Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration, 2. Sanctification increases 
throughout one’s life, and 3. Sanctification is completed at death (for our souls) and when 
the Lord returns (for our bodies). The beginning of sanctification is called justification 
and the end of sanctification, glorification. In the second stage of sanctification, Grudem 
states that sanctification increases throughout one’s life. When examining the process of 
sanctification in light of identity development from Galatians 4:1-7, one might find the 
stages of growth, using Greek words as follows: 

Stage 1: Nepios, infant (birth — two years) 

Stage 2: Paidion, toddler (three — twelve years) 

Stage 3: Teknon, adolescent (twelve — twenties) 

Stage 4: Huios, young adult (late twenties — sixty years) 


Stage 5: Telios, mature and complete (above sixty years) 


*! Mark Johnson, Moral Imagination: Implications of Cognitive Science for Ethics (Chicago, WL: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1993), 151. 


* Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England: 
Inter-Varsity Press, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), 747-749. 
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Ledet proposed a similar idea regarding the stages of identity in his unpublished 


identity course syllabus, which was briefly mentioned in the Biblical Foundations 
chapter.*3 Larry Fox also wrote about the stages of identity in his book, Royal Partner, 
where he states three stages, Nepios, Paidion and Huios.>* Those who-are in the Nepios 
stage are spiritual infants as in Ephesians 4:14 who are very vulnerable, unstable, and 
uncertain about their identity. Those who are in the Paidion stage are spiritual toddlers 
who love God and, at the same time, love “toys,” such as worldly fame, power, and 
wealth through which they seek their identity. Those who are in the Teknon stage are 
spiritual adolescents who have experienced the baptism in the Spirit, having the gifts of 
the Spirit, the “tools” through which they find their identity. Those who are in the Huios 
stage are spiritual young adults who have been adopted through the Spirit of sonship, 
finding their identities in who they are rather than in what they have, such as toys or tools. 
Those who are in the Telios stage are spiritually mature and complete, perfect in their 
identity, thoughts and conduct. 

John Wesley’s notion of perfection and Phoebe Worrall Palmer’s notion of entire 
sanctification can be explained through the stages of identity development. Wesley and 
Palmer view entire sanctification as the second distinct work of grace, that is, the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit, subsequent to justification.*> In light of the stages of identity 
development, however, entire sanctification may also require the third distinct work of 
grace, “adoption,” becoming a son (huois) of God. This idea may be supported by the 


stages of biological growth. 


* Ledet. 3. 
* Larry Fox, Royal Partners: Learning to Work with God ( Xulopn, 2012), 40. 


*° McGrath, 340-341. 
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Biological growth may be a shadow of spiritual growth and may give clues to 


help understand spiritual growth. Regeneration is the birth of the human spirit. Once the 
human spirit is regenerated, the person is able to grow spiritually through eating the 
Word and drinking the Spirit. When the human spirit reaches spiritual puberty, it 
experiences the baptism of the Spirit, that is, the second distinct work of grace. The 
reason for choosing puberty as the baptism of the Spirit is that the baptism of the Spirit is 
the beginning of a full life, while regeneration is the beginning of a new life, Biologically 
speaking, puberty may be considered the beginning of a full life while birth is the 
beginning of a new life. When a child reaches puberty, the child develops pubescent 
characteristics, such as a change in voice, as well as body shape and size. When one 
receives the baptism of the Spirit, one’s voice is changed, speaking tongues and words of 
edification. Through spiritual exercise one’s spirit also becomes bigger. Newborns triple 
in birth weight in their first year of life, and later, puberty causes a second major growth 
spurt. In spiritual growth, the first growth spurt happens at the time of regeneration (new 
birth), and the second growth spurt at the baptism of the Spirit (puberty). 

The human spirit continues to grow throughout puberty. When the human spirit 
reaches a certain age, the late twenties, it experiences the adoption through the Spirit of 
sonship based on Galatians 4:5, which states, “In order that He might redeem those who 
were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (NASB). The adoption 
might be called “the third distinct work of grace.” Apostle Paul used Roman custom in 
order to describe the adoption of sonship in this passage as discussed in the Biblical 


Foundations chapter. In the mid-twenties, a person stops growing and matures, since the 
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whole body development has reached its maximum. Definite parallels can be observed 


between biological growth and spiritual growth. 

The stages of identity may be also supported by the identity growth of Jesus. 
Jesus was born of the Spirit from birth (Lk 1:35). He became a baby brephos—which is 
similar to nepios (Lk 2:12). When Jesus was around age two, He was paidion (Mt 2:11) 
because King Herod killed all boys who were two years old and under (Mt 2:16), When 
Jesus became twelve years old, Mary called him teknon (Lk 2:48). When Jesus became 
thirty years old, God calied Him Huios (Lk 3:22). Jesus became perfect (/elios) through 
His suffering (Heb 2:10). Since Jesus was sinless, Jesus did not share the sinful nature 
that humanity had in each identity stage. 

Though the royal identity exists in cach stage of identity development from birth 
to day, the royal consciousness is not developed until the Auios stage. Once one is born 
again, the royal identity is concealed in an embryonic or dormant seed form. As a child 
grows up in an intimate, loving relationship with his or her Daddy God, being nourished 
by the Word, the child becomes more aware of his or her royal identity. The concealed 
royal identity will unfold as the child continues to grow. Although those who are in the 
stage from nepios to teknon are not aware of their royalty, they are still royalty in Gad’s 
eyes. They need to hear the truth that they are royalty regardless of their stage. 

The goal of growth is to become like Jesus, the King of kings. Apostle Paul 
compared new birth to a new creation (Gal 5:21). Being born again is like being newly 
created. Christ is the center of the new birth and the new creation. Christ is also the center 
of the old creation, as John states in John chapter |. In other words, human beings are 


created by and for Christ. As Graham Cooke asserts, “Christ is the center of who we 
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are.”** Christ is the center of one’s identity. Christ is the blueprint of one’s identity. 
Because of the nature of one’s identity, one is destined to become like Christ. Rick 
Warren asserts that we were created to become like Christ.” To become like Christ is 
one’s life goal and purpose on earth. According to Merriam-Webster's Dictionary, 
identity is defined as 1) a) sameness of essential or generic character in different 
instances, b) sameness in all that constitutes the objective reality of a thing: oneness, 2): 
a} the distinguishing character or personality of an individual: individuality, b) the 
relation established by psychological identification >* The way for a child to grow up to 
be like Jesus is through identification. The child has to go through the milestones of 
identification in order to become like Jesus. The milestones of identification begin with 
“suffered with Him (Phil 1:29)”, “died with Him (Rom 6:3),” “buried with Him (Rom 
6:4),” “raised with Him (Eph 2:6),” and ends with “seated with Him. (Eph 2:6)” The 
child learns to identify Jesus” death with his or her death. Once the child learns to identify 
Jesus’ death with his or her death, the child moves on to identifying Jesus’ burial with his 
or her burial. By going through all the milestones of identification one becomes like Him. 
Peck also mentions this idea in his book Throne-life or The Highest Christian Life, 

All of the historical development of provided salvation centered in the successive 

epochs of Christ’s mission in our behalf; that is, in His incarnation, death, 


resurrection, ascension, and second coming. And all of our spiritual development 
in realized salvation, in other words, all our “growth in grace,” centers in our 


*© Graham Cooke, Keys to Brilliant Focus: The Power of Wisdom to Reclaim Your Identity 
(Vancouver, WA: Brilliant Book, 2012), 16, 


*’ Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Barth Am I Here For? (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2002), 171. 


* Frederick C. Mish, Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 11th Ed. (Springfield, MA: 
Merriam-Webster, 2004), 616. 
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apprehension of the significance of these epochs, as securing to us the fullness of 
the salvation provided?” 


Conclusion 

Human beings were created in the image of God in order to rule and reign over 
the world. Sin, however, damaged the image of God in human beings. Human beings lost 
their royal identity and became sinners. Jesus became a man in order to rescue human 
beings from sin and death. Through his death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus restored 
the original image of God in human beings. Human beings can be born of the Spirit, and 
grow up to become like Jesus the Son of God, restoring their original royal identity as a 
ruler over the world. Salvation is the transformation process through which one becomes 
whole, becoming like God through identifying with Christ in his death, resurrection, and 
ascension. Therefore, salvation is the process of restoring and developing one’s original 


royal identity. 


Fe George, Peck, Throne-Life or The Highest Christian Life (Dixion, MO: Rare Christian Books, 
1888), 10, 


CHAPTER FIVE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

The idea of being a child of Ged is so familiar in the Christian community that the 
phrase “a child of God” has almost lost all meaning. Calling God “Father” has also 
become habitual; Christians call God “Father” without really believing or understanding 
the implications of God being their father, Viewing God as “Father” is a very distinctive 
revelation that makes Christianity different from Judaism. Bill Hybels asserts that the 
understanding of God as a seeking, intimate, and loving Father is unique to the Christian 
faith.' J.I. Packer also states that “Father” is the Christian name for God in his book, 
Knowing God. He wrote, 

For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, 

and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to 

merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. “Father” 

is the Christian name for God? 

Therefore, seeing God as a father is a blessing and privilege for Christians. Many 
Christians, however, do not experience this privilege. One of the reasons that the meaning 


1 Bill Hybels, The Real You: Discovering Your Identity in Christ (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1996), 12. 


? JL Packer, Knowing God (Downer Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1973), 182. 
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of God as a father has been lost is that people view this father-child relationship as trivial 
or insignificant compared to other theological teachings. Ed Piorek points out that the 
concept of God as Father was lost amidst theological language.’ 

The culture of today is an instant gratification, fast food culture. Because of this, 
eating the Word of God is like eating fast food: it is tasty and convenient but Jacking in 
nutrition. As a result, many Christians face an identity crisis, even though they study the 
Scriptures and pray. Although they know that they are supposed to follow Christ, the 
model of one’s identity, many do not follow Him. Rather, they follow worldly role 
models, such as-artists, athletes, and celebrities. They imitate the way they think, speak, 
and act. Instead of identifying with Christ, they identify with the hero figures of the world. 

Dick Keyes, the director of L’abri Fellowship in Southborough, Massachusetts, 
mentions how these role models form one’s identity in his book, Beyond Identity. He 
wrote about several factors that form one’s identity: morals, models, dominion, and love. 
He wrote, 

Your models are those people or images of people that you would like to be like; 

it would be heroic to be like them. As we shall see, our sense of identity is shaped 

by whom these models are, how our models relate to our morals, how we handle 
it when we fall short of them. 

As Keyes mentioned, modeling is a very important factor in forming one’s 
identity. A model acts as a template in terms of shaping one’s identity. The model is also 
very closely related to morals, since everyone strives to be morally right. 


5 Ed Piorek, The Father Loves You: An Invitation to Perfect Love (Cape Town, South Africa: 
Vineyard International Pub. 1999), 21. 


“Dick, Keyes, Beyond Identity: Finding your Way in the Image and Character of God, (Cumbria, 
CA: Patemoster Press, 1998), 7. 
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The model for Christians is Christ. Christ should be the role mode! for all people 
as well as Christians, because Christ is the image of God. People forget their true identity, 
because people forget that they bear the image of God in them because sin has distorted 
their perception. Christ shows Himself to be the true model because He is the image of 
God. As Christians imitate Christ, following his lifestyle, they identify themselves with 
Christ. As they identify themselves with Christ, they come to know their true royal 
identity. Once Christians know their royal identity as princes and princesses of God the 
King, they identify with their Father in Heaven. 

The Christian identity has many facets, beginning with a child, a servant, a soldier, 
a bride, a priest, a king, and so on. As one grows, the facets of one’s identity change 
according to how one relates to the different situations one is in. Identity is determined by 
both relationship and growth. However, once a person is born again, the person is born 
into the family of God the King, becoming royalty regardless of the person’s age or 
situation. Royal identity does not change. 

Knowing one’s royal identity requires a combination of prophetic words and inner 
healing. Since most Christians unknowingly live in deception in terms of their identity, 
inner healing of one’s false beliefs and one’s past wounds is required to know and believe 
who he or she truly is. In order to bring inner healing, prophetic words should be spoken 
to the person, When God spoke the Word to a chaotic universe in the beginning, light, 
life, and order were created. When prophetic words are spoken to a chaotic heart, the 
Word creates light, life, and order, bringing about the true identity of the person. 


Throughout church history few authors have written about the royal identity of Christians. 
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Recently, however, many authors have begun to write on this topic. In this session, 


various pieces of literature regarding identity will be reviewed. 


Review of identity in Ministry Practice 


John MacArthur, 

John MacArthur, pastor of Grace Community Church and president of Master’s 
College and Seminary, wrote an identity study guidebook titled, Slave: The Hidden Truth 
about Your Identity in Christ. In this book, MacArthur spoke about the identity of 
Christians using the metaphors of slaves, servants, sons, and daughters. He wrote, 

When God rescues unbelievers from sin, He makes them His own slaves. Yet, he 

does not stop there. In salvation, the redeemed become not only His slave but also 

His friends (John 15:14-15), as well as citizens in His kingdom and, most notably, 


adopted children in His family. Believers have been transformed from slaves of 
sin into the sons and daughters of righteousness.* 


Although he discussed the adoption of sons and daughters into the family of God, 
MacArthur mainly focused on slave image of the Christian identity, as his title suggests. 
Because of his emphasis on the slave aspect of Christian identity, he emphasizes the 
servant-master relationship. He used many historical accounts to describe and explain 


one’s identity in Christ. His comments on royal identity are very short. 


* John MacArthur, Slave: The Hidden Truth About Your identity In Christ (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, 2010), 57. 
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Charles F. Stanley 
Charles F. Stanley, pastor and author of In Touch Ministry, wrote a study 
guidebook, Discovering Our Identity: Find Yourself Fully in Christ.© The book contains 
ten Christian identities: saint, a man in Christ, one chosen by God, a beloved child, the 
redeemed, an heir, an enlightened saint, a member of the Body, a holy vessel for ministry, 
and God’s masterpiece. He addresses the general overview of Christian identity, giving 
no specific focus on royal identity. In regards to an “heir,” Stanley wrote, 
Christ is sitting on His throne in heaven today and, in the spiritual realm, as a 
believer in Christ you are sitting with Him! Now a young prince who is crowned 
king may not receive the fullness of his authority as king until he reaches a certain 
age; nevertheless, he is the crowned king. The year between the time of his 
coronation and his assumption of full power are years of growing preparation and 
increasing authority. This is true for our inheritance to “reign with Christ.” We 
have been crowned “joint heir” with Christ and, as we mature in Christ Jesus, our 
authority and understanding and ability to rule increase.’ 
His comment about being an heir is very profound, revealing the reality of the 


royal identity in Christians. The book is well written but is limited in the knowledge of 


royal identity, because Stanley did not expound on the topic enough. 


Peter Scazzero 

Peter Scazzero, pastor and author of the book, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, 
also wrote on identity. He asserted, “Living your God-given life involves remaining 
faithful to your true self. It entails distinguishing your self from the demands and voices 


around you and discerning the unique vision, calling, and missions the Father has given 


* Charles F, Stanley, Discovering Your identity; Find yourself fully in Christ (Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson, 2008). 


* Stanley, 71-72. 
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to you.” * He also wrote about the difference between the true self and false self by using 
the passage about the temptations of Christ in Luke 4. This passage outlines three false 
identities or masks that Satan offers each person. The first temptation is, “] am what I do” 
(performance); the second temptation is “I am what I have” (possessions); the third 
temptation is “I am what others think” (popularity).’ Scazzero then wrote, “God invites 
us to remove the false layers we wear to reveal our authentic self, to awaken the ‘seeds of 
true self” he has planted within us.”!° The seeds of true self, or authentic self, could be 
translated as royal identity, although Scazzero does not use the term royal identity. 
Though this idea is very inspiring and profound, the book does not does not delve deeper 


into the idea of royal identity. 


Paul L. King 

Paul L. King, pastor, professor, and author of many books, wrote about royal 
identity in his book, Come Up Higher Rediscovering Throne Life: The Highest Christian 
Life for the Twenty-first Century. In this book King introduced throne life, explaining 
throne position and authority and other related things, such as faith, prayer, holiness, 
healing, and so on, King writes extensively about throne life, introducing many ministers 
who had similar ideas regarding throne life throughout history. The book is well written 
and profoundly insightful. King states that Christians are royal children, sons and 
daughters of the King. 


® Scazzero, 80. 
* Seazzero, 74-77. 


* Scazzero, 85. 
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King mentioned three aspects of present throne position that were originally 
written by George Peck, a minister in nineteenth century: throne ways of being, throne 
ways of thinking, and throne ways of living. King asserts that by virtue of identification 
with Jesus Christ, one is seated with Him in heavenly places on the throne of God.!! King 
declared, “As redeemed humanity, we are raised up to His level. Because we are His 
body, we are where He is; we ascend to where He ascends. We are dwelling on high with 
Christ. We are royal children of the King with full access to the throne.””” As King stated, 
Christians are redeemed humanity, being raised up to Christ’s level, being seated with 
Christ on the throne of God the Father. Because of Christ, one’s identity in Christ is 
changed from pauper to prince. King also described throne hierarchy as a result of one’s 
royal identity. King stated that because of Christ the spiritual hierarchy at creation was 
changed. At creation the spiritual hierarchy was as follows: 

God 
Angels and the Spirit World (Ps 8:5; Eph 2:1-3) 
Humankind (Gen 1:28) 


Creation”? 


At Jesus’ resurrection. the spiritual hierarchy was changed as follows: 
God 
Jesus Christ 


Redeemed Humanity in Christ 


"' King, 48. 
"2 King, 49. 


" King, 70. 
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Angels and the Spirit World 
Humankind 
Creation" 
Christians, the Redeemed Humanity in Christ, are exalted to the position of royal 
princes and princesses in God’s kingdom because of Christ’s resurrection and ascension. 
One’s spiritual position and authority comes from one’s identity. In other words, one’s 


identity is the root of spiritual position, authority, and other spiritual virtues. 


Kris Vallotton 

Kris Vallotton and Bill Johnson wrote a book titled, The Supernatural Ways of 
Royalty: Discovering Your Rights and Privileges of Being a Son or Daughter of God.!* 
Vallotton is the founder of Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry in Redding, California 
who also co-leads Bethel Church with Bill Johnson. Bill Johnson is a pastor at Bethel 
Church and the author of many books, including The Supernatural Power of a 
Transformed Mind. In their book, Vallotton compared being a pauper with being a prince. 
He stated that Christians live in deception regarding their true identity. Vallotton claimed 
that all Christians are royal princes and princesses because they are sons and daughters of 
God the King. He wrote, 

Pauperhood is relegated to the children of a lesser god. It is the condition of slaves 

who have yet to discover their freedom on the other side of the river of baptism 

and find themselves still captured by the dark prince of torture and torment. He is 

the one who assigns them to a life of poverty, pain and depression through a 


diabolical play of illusion hoping to conceal their true identity forever... With 
three spikes and a thorny crown, the Captain of the Host conquered the devil, 


4 King, 72. 


' Kris Vallotton and Bill J lohnson, The Supernatural Ways of Royalty: Discovering Your Rights 
and Privileges of Being a Son or Daughter of God (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2006). 
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eternally disarming his destructive weapons of sin, death, hell and the grave .. . 
The planet quaked to release its captives while Heaven thundered to receive its 
treasure. There were not simply rescued souls to be redeemed, but this was the 
crowning of the sons who were to be revealed . . . we are not just soldiers of the 
cross; we are heirs to the throne.'® 


As Vallotton stated, people have lived as paupers for a long time, captives of the 
dark prince and living in slavery. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, people can 
discover their true royal identity on the other side of the river of baptism. Vallotton 
introduced the attributes of the royal identity. One of the attributes is honor. The culture 
of honor maintains a royal culture. He stated, 

Honor is one of the greatest attributes of nobility in the entire Bible. When the 

kingdom is present inside us, honorable behavior comes naturally to us. We give 

honor to all men not just because they deserve it, but also because we are 
honorable citizens of the King. When we walk in our royal call, our behavior is 
not determined by our temporal environment but by the eternal environment that 
lies inside us.’” 

Because of the importance of the culture of honor, Vallotton asserts that 
Christians need to cultivate the culture of honor. Once one knows one’s royal identity, his 
or her attitude changes. Royal identity produces a royal attitude. A royal attitude 
produces the culture of honor, because one will honor others just as one honors oneself 
who has the image of God. Vallotton wrote, “Since honor is such an important catalyst 


for life, we need to cultivate an attitude within us and a culture around us that promotes it. 


Nobility grows in the soil of honor. Learning to honor cach other is vital to our growth in 


' Vallotton, 17-18. 


"’ vallotton, 118, 
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God.”"® One has to cultivate a royal attitude by remembering who he or she is through the 
Word and prayer. 

Vallotton also introduced the authority and responsibility of royalty. As royal sons 
and daughters of the King, each Christian has authority over everything on earth. Each 
Christian also has the responsibility to use that authority to fulfill God’s purpose, that is, 
to establish His kingdom on earth through His children. He stated, “Authority and 
responsibility always go together and we must understand both of these aspects of our 
call. God has invested His church with His authority over everything on earth, but we 
also have the responsibility to use that authority to fulfill His purpose.”!” Once one grows 
in one’s royal identity, one’s authority increases. Once one’s authority increases, one’s 
responsibility increases. One’s responsibility corresponds to one’s authority. As a son and 
daughter of God, one has a responsibility to fulfill the Father’s dream on earth. 

Vallotton also invented the Prince and Pauper Test at the end of the book. One’s 
test score determines whether one is more likely a pauper or a prince. The book is an 
excellent book about the royal identity. It profoundly explains every detail of royal 
identity and could even be used as a textbook for this topic. Vallotton also wrote an 


accompanying workbook so that Christians may study the royal identity deeper. 


Neil Anderson 
Neil Anderson, founder and president of Freedom in Christ Ministries, also wrote 
about royal identity in his book, Victory over the Darkness Realizing the Power of your 


Identity in Christ. He contended, “We need to understand who we are as a result of who 


“S Vallotton, 124. 


» Vallotton, 174, 
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God is and what He has done.” Many Christians study the Scriptures and learn about 
God, having the knowledge of God. Many times, however, the knowledge of God does 
not lead them to the knowledge of their identity. Christians who only focus on knowing 
God die without knowing who they truly are. Anderson asserted that next to the 
knowledge of God, the knowledge of who onc is is by far the most important truth one 
can possess.) The knowledge of God should icad Christians to the knowledge of one’s 
identity. In the book, Anderson wrote about how to become a whole person through 
discovering one’s identity in Christ as well as through healing emotional wounds from 
the past. He also described the relationship between identity and belief and behavior. He 
asserted, “Your understanding of who God is and who you are in relationship to Him is 
the critical foundation for your belief system and your behavior patterns as a Christian.” 
One’s behavior pattern comes from one’s belief system and one’s belief system comes 
from one’s understanding of who God is and who one is. One’s identity is the 
fundamental root of one’s belief system as well as one’s behavioral patterns. 

Anderson also explained the relationship between identity and one’s sense of 
worth: “Our sense of worth is not a question of giftedness, talent, intelligence or beauty. 
Your sense of personal worth comes from knowing who you are as a child of God and 
your growth in character.”*> One’s sense of worth comes from understanding how 


valuable the person is in Christ. When a person truly believe that he or she is a child of 


*° Anderson, 59. 
*! Anderson, 47. 
7 Anderson, 24. 


*3 anderson, 37. 
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God who was bought with the price of the blood of God's Son, the person considers 
oneself valuable in Christ because of what Christ has done for the person. When the 
person truly believes this, he or she cannot but have self-worth. 

Anderson also provided a list of “J AM” statements. Reciting the list reinforces 
one’s identity in Christ. The book is well written in terms of identity in Christ and 
becoming a whole person through inner healing. Anderson also wrote a study guide based 
on his book. Anderson, however, did not go deeper into the royal nature of one’s identity. 
He did not differentiate between being a child of God and being a son or a daughter of 


God. 


Dutch Sheets 

Dutch Sheets, pastor of Freedom Congregation in Colorado Springs, also speaks 
on the subject of identity in Christ in his book, Becoming Who You are: Embracing the 
Power of Your Identity in Christ.“ In his book, Sheets explained the process of 
discovering one’s identity through the analogy of a butterfly, using the Greek word, 
“metamorphosis.” He wrote, 


This word transformed is from metamorphoo, which is where we get 
metamorphosis. A good definition is “the process of change from one form or 
state to another from the inside out”—like the butterfly. His DNA did not change; 
she just had to become what she already was. In the same manner, we are not 
changed into Christ's likeness from the soul inward but from our spirit outward. 
We must become who we are... A caterpillar does not strive to become a 
butterfly. She does not stress or fret over the matter. She simply begins the 
process of chrysalis, waits inside her hardened, cocoon-like outer layer, and rests. 
And the natural progression, the logical outcome, is that she becomes what the 





* Dutch Sheets, Becoming Who You Are: Embracing the Power of Your Identity in Christ 
(Bloomington, MN: Bethany House, 2007). 
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biueprints inside her already declared she would be. And so it is with us. We 
already are—on the inside! Now we must become . .. who we are.”> 


Sheets also asserted, “We now know that when a baby is born, already 
programmed into their DNA is what he or she will be like years later, likewise, when we 
are born again, God places spiritual DNA into our spirits, and we begin the process of 
growing into what He has destined us to be. Our journey with Christ, then, is not intended 
to be a striving to attain something we are not, but to become who we are!’° Sheets 
spoke of the royal king Aragorn in Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings. Although he was born as 
the last remaining descendant of a former king who ruled the kingdom of Gondor, he did 
not know his royal identity. Later, though he discovered his royal identity through his 
guardians, he remained too fearful to assume a king’s responsibilities. After years of 
running and hiding, Aragorn finally gains the courage to face his fears, declared himself 
the rightful heir of Isildur, and after confronting Middle Earth’s wicked dark lord, 
ascends the throne. Sheets wrote that Christians are like Aragorn. The book also talks 
about abiding in the Word to gain freedom. The book does not provide a study guide, yet 


does provide a clear concept of royal identity. 


> Sheets, 112-113. 


* Sheets, 15. 
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Royal Identity in Secular Writing 


Erik Erikson 
Erik H. Erikson, a psychoanalytic psychologist, wrote a book titled /dentity and 
the Life Cycle.” In it, he articulated the eight stages of psychosocial development in light 
of identity. Dr. James Wilder, a psychologist, summarized Erickson’s eight stages of 
identity development in his book, Life Passages for Men. The stages are as follows: 
Stage 1. Basic Trust vs. Mistrust, age 0-1: I am what I am given. The 
child’s identity develops out of what he is given and how he is treated. 
Stage 2. Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt, ages 1-3: I am what I will. 
The child thinks of himself in terms of what he can do. 
Stage 3. Initiative vs. Guilt, ages 3-6: I am what I imagine I will be. 
Stage 4. Industry vs. Inferiority, ages 6-13: 1 am what I learn. 
Stage 5. Identity vs. Identity Diffusion, ages 13-19: I am all of the above. 
Stage 6. Intimacy vs. Isolation, young adulthood: I must now learn to 
maintain myself in close harmony with others. 
Stage 7. Productivity vs. Selfabsorption, adulthood: I am now 


challenged to be the source of good things. 


7 Brik H. Erikson, /dentity and the Life Cycle (New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, 1980) 
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Stage 8. Integrity vs. Despair, maturity: Now my soul must be capable 
of maintaining itself and its influence even if I lose some abilities or 
strengths.?* 

Erikson's identity formation comes from psychological research and not from the 
Scriptures. There is no mention of royal identity in Christ in his study or his book. His 
work, though, may give clues and insight to understanding royal identity in Christ, 
because he related one's identity to the idea of identification. Erikson's idea of identity 
formation is related to identification: 

Having found a firm solution of his problem of autonomy, the child of four and 

five is faced with the next step—and with the next crisis. Being firmly convinced 

that he is a person, the child must now find out what kind of a person he is going 
to be. And here he hitches his wagon to nothing less than a star: he wants to be 
like his parents, who to him appear very powerful and very beautiful, although 
quite unreasonably dangerous. He identifies with them. He plays with the idea of 
how it would be to be them.” 

Erikson's idea of identity and identification is very similar that in the Scriptures. 
One's identity in Christ grows through one's identification with Christ. Joe McIntyre 
mentioned the relationship between identity and identification in his book, Who We Are 
in Christ: Discovering Your Eternal Identity.*° He stated that believers have identified 
with Christ in His finished work. By identifying with Christ, His death, burial, 


resurrection and ascension, one is also crucified, buried, resurrected, and ascended with 


Christ. Erikson’s idea should be understood physically and mentally, while Apostle 


°3B. James Wilder, Life Passages for Men: Understanding the Stages of a Man’s Life (Ann Arbor, 
ME: Servant Publications, 1993), 21-22. 


» Erikson, 78. 


3° Joe McIntyre, Who We Are in Christ: Discovering Your Eternal Identity (Bothell, WA: 
Empowering Grace Ministries, 2006). 
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Paul’s idea in the New Testament should be understood spiritually. E.W. Kenyon called it 
“The Law of Identification” in his book, Identification. 

Matthew Linn and Dennis Linn, Catholic priests, and Sheila Fabricant, author, 
applied Erickson’s eight stages of identity to inner healing in their book titled, Healing 
the Eight Stages of Life. In it, they emphasized the importance of inner healing at each 
stage of identity. They believe that through inner healing, one is able to develop healthy 
identity and form a true self.” Barbara Shlemon Ryan wrote a book titled, Healing the 
Hidden Self. In it, she also emphasized healing throughout the six stage of human 
development, beginning with the prenatal stage.** In order to develop a healthy identity, 


one needs inner healing in each stage of human identity development. 


Larry Ackerman 

Larry Ackerman, a leading authority on organizational and personal identity, is 
widely regarded as the pioneer in the field of identity-based management. He is a group 
director for the international identity- and brand-consulting firm Siegel and Gale. He is 
also an author of two books, Identity Is Destiny and The Identity Code. In his book, The 
Identity Code," he wrote eight essential questions for finding one's purpose and place in 


the world. Ackerman wrote, "Much like our biological, genetic code, our identity code is 


°)B. W. Kenyon, Identification: A Romance in Redemption (Lynwood, WA: Kenyon Gospel 
Publishing, 1968). 


*» Matthew Linn, Sheila Fabricant Linn, and Dennis Linn, Healing the Eight Stages of 
Life (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1988), 1. 


* Barbara Shlemon Ryan, Healing the Hidden Self, [rev. ed. (Notre Dame, Ind.: Ave Maria Press, 
2005), 1. 


* Laurence Ackerman, The Identity Code: The 8 Essential Questions for Finding Your Purpose 
and Place in the World (New York, NY: The Random House, 2005). 
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born into each of us, providing a complete map of how we, as human beings, are 
designed to function—of how we are supposed to live—when we are living according to 
who we are."?> Ackerman mentioned a series of eight natural laws, the Laws of Identity, 
which govern our lives like clockwork. They are: Who am I? What makes me special? Is 
there a pattern to my life? Where am I going? What is my gift? Who can I trust? What is 
my message? Will my life be rich? Ackerman answered each question and ended with a 
practical exercise for each law. The book is well written and is a worthwhile read. It helps 
the person understand the different facets of one's identity. The fifth question, “What is 
my gift?” is particularly inspiring. Ackerman stated, 
The kind of gift I am speaking of is not to be confused with a talent, such as 
writing musical comedy, cooking, playing guitar or hockey, or some other finely 
honed, worldly skill. These talents are expression of your gift. They are not a gift 
itself... your gift is never visible. Only its physical manifestation is... your gift 
is the practical expression of your identity. Put in other terms, your identity is 
your gift to the world.>® 
Peter Scazzero also wrote that people’s identities are a “gift to the world.”*” 
However, the book does not provide a scriptural definition of one's identity in Christ 
since it is basically a self-help book. Ackerman defined identity this way: "By identity, I 
mean the unique characteristics that, in combination with one another, define your 


potential for creating value in this world; that is, for making a contribution that springs 


naturally from the core of your being and touches the lives of others in positive ways."** 


* Ackerman, 9. 
°° Ackerman, 103-104. 
*” Scazzero, 89. 


*8 Ackerman, 10. 
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As Ackerman stated, one's identity is one’s gift to the world. By being who we are, we 


will be able to bless others, contributing it to the community as well as the world. 


Conclusion 

Theoretical books and articles from different disciplines do not validate the royal 
aspect of one’s identity. Their understanding of one’s identity is very humanistic and 
unrelated to identity in Christ, although they provide some insight on certain aspects of 
one’s identity that is profound and useful. Some, though not all, theoretical resources 
from ministry practice provide very useful and profound information regarding one’s 
identity. Derek Prince, John McArthur, Charles Stanley, and Neil Anderson provide 
general overviews of one’s identity in Christ. But because they are general, they lack the 
deeper, more detailed aspects of one’s royal identity. On the other hand, Paul King, Kris 
Vallotton, Bill Johnson, and Dutch Sheets provide profound and thorough descriptions of 
one’s royal identity. Kris Vallotton’s book is especially excellent to the degree that it 
could be used as a textbook for teaching royal identity. His writing is also very prophetic 
and inspiring to those who do not know their true identity. In the light of this thesis 
project, the books by Paul King, Kris Vallotton, Dutch Sheets, and Neil Anderson are 


most useful. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 


Hypothesis 
The purpose of this project is to evaluate the effectiveness of the Identity Course 
in the context of New York University Bible Fellowship Church (NYUBF) in Queens, 
New York. The hypothesis for this project is that individuals who participate in the 
Identity Course in the New York University Bible Fellowship (NYUBF) will become 
more conscious of their royal identity in Christ and develop an attitude and behavior 


based on this identity, deepening their intimacy with Him. 


Ministry Model 
The Identity Course is designed to teach Christians their royal identity as well as 
let the Christian experience the loving presence of God the Father who will personally 
speak to them about their royal identity. It is designed after to the seminar/group Bible 
study model. The content of the Identity Course comes from the Scriptures that explicitly 


describe royal identity. It is an author-created study model. 
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Project Overview 

The project took place over a six-week period. Eight adults and two high school 
students attended the Identity Course. All ten participants claimed to be Christians. Each 
of the six sessions of the Identity Course began with praise, prayer, and a short group 
discussion, followed by a twenty-minute lecture, and ending with prayer. Before the 
course began, all attendants filled out the pre-test survey. Participants attended the course 
once a week for six weeks. After each session, the participants were expected to write in 
a journal, reflecting on their royal identity. One week after the last session, a post-test 
survey was done. After the post-test was completed, interviews with each person were 
conducted. After the interviews were over, group discussions were also conducted. The 
Identity Course ran as follows: 

Week 1: Function of identity (Matthew 4) 

Week 2: Function of Identity II (Matthew 4) 

Week 3: Origin of Identity (Genesis 1) 

Week 4: Power of Identity (1 John 4} 

Week 5: DNA of Identity (Psalms 8) 


Week 6: Growth of Identity (Galatians 4) 


Research Design and Methodology 


The research project was conducted according to the phenomenological, mixed 
model methodology. Phenomenological research is when, “the researcher identifies the 
‘essence’ of human experiences concerning a phenomenon, as described by participants 


in a study. Understanding the ‘lived experiences’ marks phenomenology as a philosophy 
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as well as a method.”" The data was collected using a mixed model approach, which 
measures data quantitatively and qualitatively. Three sets of data were collected. 

The first set of data came from survey questions administered via a pre-test and a 
post-test, The pre-test survey was conducted just before the Identity Course. The pre-test 
survey was tested on a sample group of individuals in order to make sure that the survey 
questions were understandable and could be done in a reasonable period of time. The 
post-test was done one week after the completion of the Identity Course. The survey 
consisted of a series of questions using a modified Likert scale (1 to 9), specifying three 
royal attributes: royal consciousness, royal attitude, and royal behavior. Royal 
consciousness is defined as one’s self awareness as a prince or princess. Royal attitude is 
defined as the attitude of honoring others as well as oneself. Royal behavior is defined as 
a actions characterized by dignity. The Identity Scale has a 3-scale and 22-item format. 
The first scale is about royal consciousness (3 toward God, 3 toward self); the second is 
about royal attitude (4 toward self, 4 toward others), and the third is about royal behavior 
(8 toward self). Self-image is closely linked to God’s image. How a person views God 
determines how one views oneself. A copy of the survey questions is found in Appendix 
A. 

‘The second set of data came from individual participant interviews. Interviews 
were conducted in a private, one-on-one setting. The interview questions delved more 
deeply into specific identity issues, based on the pre-test and post-test results. This 


provided additional insight for the data. 


"John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 
4" ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2003), 15. 
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The third set of data came from focus group sessions. These sessions were 
structured as an open dialogue. Participants were asked to comment on how effective the 
Identity Course was in terms of knowing their royal identity. During the sessions, 
participants were free to share what they learned, how God touched them, and how the 
Word of God enlightened them in terms of their identity. A copy of the focus group 
session questions is found in Appendix B. 

These three sets of data, the survey data, the interviews, and the focus group 
sessions, were each compiled and analyzed and then were triangulated in order to validate 


results and to determine the overall effectiveness of the Identity Course. 


Survey Data 

The pre-test and post-test surveys each consisted of twenty-two identical 
questions, designed to provide data on three royal attributes: royal consciousness, royal 
attitude, and royal behavior. Royal consciousness was measured six times while royal 
attitude and royal behavior were each measured cight times. Responses were quantified 
ona scale ftom one to nine with nine being the most desirable. Scores for royal 
consciousness showed an improvement of 4.37%, while the scores for royal attitude and 
behavior cach showed improvements of | 1.65% and 23.72%, The overall scores for royal 


identity showed an improvement of 12.83%. 


Table 1. Percent Improvement for All Attributes 
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Royal Number of Pre-Test Post-Test Change Percent 
Attribute Attributes Change 
Measured | 
Consciousness | 10 457 477 20 4.37% 
Attitude 10 532 594 62 11.65% 
Behavior 10 413 {S511 98 23.72% 
Total 30 1402 1582 180 12.83% 
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Figure 1. Percent Improvement for Ail Attributes 


Interview Data 


In addition to the pre-test and post-test surveys, one-on-one interviews were 


conducted with each individual who attended the Identity Course. Nancy Jean 
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Vyhmeister wrote, “Whereas the survey may have room only for “agree” and “disagree” 
answers, an interview can tell the researcher why the person disagrees or agrees.”? The 
interviews were done one week after the Identity Course in order to find the reason why 
the person agreed or disagreed. It provided additional insight about whether or not the 
Identity Course was effective. A standard set of interview questions were based on the 
comparison between pre-test and post-test surveys. Each individual was asked what made 
the post-test score different from the pre-test score. The interviews highlighted how the 
Identity Course changed each person’s consciousness, attitude and behavior in terms of 


royal identity. It provided additional information that was not possible from the survey 





data. 
Sharon? 
Table 2 Sharon’s Survey Data Summary 
| Royal Attributes | Pre-Test iW Post-Test iz Percent Change . | 
___ Consciousness 43 | 45 4.7% 
Attitude | 53 | 55 3.8% 


Behavior a5, 42 | 20% | 
Total 131 142 8.4% 
Sharon joined the Identity Course hoping to know God and learn about life as a 
child of God. She was encouraged by the course. She stated, “The teaching in the Identity 
Course resonated with me.” She gained two points in both royal consciousness and 


attitude afier the course. She respects herself and others more than before the course. She 


gained seven points in royal behavior after the course. She views herself as a child of the 


? Nancy Jean Vyhmeister, Your Indispensable Guide to Writing Quality Research Papers for 
Students of Religion and Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 136. 


* Names in interviews are all aliases, not real names. 
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King, believing that she can overcome her sin. Before the Course, she answered, 
“strongly disagree” (two points) to the question, “I can rule over sin.” However she 
answered “somewhat agree,” (six points) to the same question after the course. Sharon 
commented, “I could know God as my Father and my self as His child through the 
Identity Course. I became more secure about who I am through the course. Because of 


who I am before God I am more confident about myself.” 


Jay 
Table 3 Jay’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes Pre-Test Post-Test _ Percent Change 











Consciousness | 50 . 50 0% 
| Attitude 51 63 =f 23.5% 
__ Behavior 26 | 44 | 69.2% | 


‘Total le 127 [ 157 23.6% 





Jay was interested in knowing her identity. Although she had been grown up ina 
Christian family, she was confused about her identity. She joined the Identity Course 
hoping to know her identity. Her score for royal attitude is twelve points higher than 
before the course. She could view herself as a royal princess, believing that she is special 
before God. Her score for royal behavior is eighteen points higher than before the course. 
Before attending the Identity Course she strongly disagreed that she could overcome her 
sin. She was very pessimistic about overcoming her emotions and controlling her tongue. 
After the Identity Course, however, she gained confidence that she could overcome her 
sin (a gain of seven points). She came to believe that she is an overcomer. Before the 
Identity Course she disagreed that she acted as a child of the King. However after the 
Course, she somewhat agreed that she acted as a child of God. Jay stated, “I learned a 


different mindset about my identity; I’m not a slave but a child of King. The identity 
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Course helped me to develop intimacy with my Father God on a deeper level.” Her 
overall scores for her royal identity showed an improvement of 23.6%. One explanation 
for Jay’s identical consciousness scores before and after the Course may have to do with 
her upbringing in a Christian home. Jay may have grown up around Christian rhetoric, 
hearing repeatedly that she is a child of the King without fully understanding that 
implications of that statement. Though she may have been conscious of her royal identity, 


she did not act on it, as evidenced by the gain in her attitude and behavior scores. 








Katie 
Table 4 Katie’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes Pre-Test Post-Test Percent Change 
Consciousness 42 45 TAN 
Attitude | 47 48 J). 2.1% 
Behavior _ = 46_ll|__48 43% 
Total 135 141 E 44% 





Katie joined the Identity Course hoping to find clarity about her identity. Her 
score for royal consciousness was three points higher than before the course, showing an 
improvement of 7.1%. Katie became more conscious about being a child of the King and 
being a royal member of God’s family. Katie could respect herself, as well as others, 
more than before the course. Katie stated, “I learned who I am in terms of identity and 
why God made me. Through the Identity Course | could live with purpose.” Her overall 


scores for her royal identity showed an improvement of 4.4%. 
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Grace 
Table 5 Grace’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes | Pre-Test ‘__— Post-Test | __ Percent Change 
Consciousness | 52 | 53 | 1.9% 
Attitude 65 | 64 [ “1.5% | 
| Behavior 42 | 47 11.9% 
| Total [ 159 164 3.2% 





Grace was also interested in knowing her identity before the Identity Course. 
Grace gained one point in royal consciousness. She became more aware that one day she 
would rule with Christ after the Course. Her royal behavior score was five points higher 
than before. She stated that she was able to control her emotions better than before the 
course. Grace stated, “The Identity Course helped me to understand who I am before God. 
It helped me to overcome hardship through being closer to God.” Her overall scores for 


her royal identity showed an improvement of 3.2%. 























Sunny 
Table 6 Sunny’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes Pre-Test ] Post-Test |__ Percent Change 
Consciousness | 40 41 2.5% 
| Attitude [4B | 47 [_ 9.3% | 
Behavior 34 4 _| 20.5% 
__ Total | 7 129 10.3% 
Sunny joined the Identity Course, expecting to learn how God sees people and 


how people’s relationship with Him changes after they develop an awareness of who they 
really are. Her scores for royal attitude showed an improvement of 9.3%. She came to 
realize after the Course that she and others were actually more valuable than she 
previously thought. She also respects others as much as she respects herself. Her scores 


for royal behavior showed an improvement of 20.5%. She came to understand authority 
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as a child of God. She stated, “I am more aware of the authority I have over things that 
normally believe are in the hands of others.” Her overall scores for her royal identity 
showed an improvement of 10.3% after the Identity Course. Sunny mentioned, “I learned 
the difference between being a mere child of God and a daughter of God. Gaining a little 


bit more knowledge of God and myself helps me to start to see people the way God does.” 











Jeremy 
Table 7 Jeremy’s Survey Data Summary 
| Royal Attributes _ | Pre-Test Post-Test |__ Percent Change 
onsciousness 45 _ 50 | 11%, 
Attitude | 57 60 5.3% 
| Behavior / 54 | 61 13% 
Total | 156 171 | 9.6% 


Jeremy attended the Identity Course, stating, “I would like to learn where I am in 
my life.” Jeremy's scores for royal consciousness showed an improvement of 11.1%. He 
became especially more aware through the Identity Course that God is King and He rules 
the world. His scores for royal behavior showed an improvement of 13%. Jeremy scored 
high in the area of ruling over sin and controlling his tongue. Jeremy stated, “Through the 
Identity Course I learned more about myself and to see a better image of myself which 
comes from a better image of God.” His overall scores for his royal identity showed an 


improvement of 9.6%. 


Will 


[ Royal Attributes 
Consciousness 
Attitude 
| Behavior 
| Total 


Table 8 Will’s Survey Data Summary 
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Percent Change 





Pre-Test | Post-Test 
| 





45 2.2% 

37 ™m% 

48 53 10.4% 

150 160 6.7% 


Will joined the Identity Course expecting to learn about his identity and the 


implications of it. His scores for royal attitude showed an improvement of 7%. Through 


the Identity Course he learned to respect others as much as he respects himself. His 


scores for royal behavior showed an improvement of 10.4%, with a marked gain in 


confidence to overcome his sin. Will stated, “From the Identity Course 1 am more aware 


that God is King and that I am a part of this royal family. Because of this fact, | am more 


confident in overcoming my sin.” His overall scores for his royal identity showed an 


improvement of 6.7%. 


























Eve 
Table 9 Eve’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes Pre-Test Post-Test Percent Change 
Consciousness 42 42 0% 
Attitude 54 59 9.3% 
| Behavior 35 53 51.4% 
Total 131 _ | 154 17.6% 





Eve attended the Identity Course hoping to learn why identity is important. 


Although she had no change in her royal consciousness, her scores for royal attitude and 


royal behavior each showed improvements of 9.3% and 51.4%, Her score for royal 


behavior doubled after the Identity Course. She had more confidence in overcoming 


difficulties, rulirig over her life and sin, and controlling her tongue. She came to believe 
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that she is an overcomer, acting with authority and dignity as a child of the King. Eve 
commented, “I should still act as a child of the King even though I am not fully aware or 
conscious of it. I have to remind myself of royalty.” 

Eve also stated, “Through the Identity Course I learned an important lesson: how I 
see God affects how I see myself, My viewpoint of myself is more important than I 


thought.” Her overall scores for her royal identity showed an improvement of 17.6%.\ 








Bobby 
Table 10 Bobby’s Survey Data Summary 
[ _Royal Attributes Pre-Test f Post-Test | Percent Change | 
Consciousness | 44 Hi 31 16% 











Attitude 50 a 67 34% | 
Behavior 38 58 | 53% | 
Total, 132 176 | 33.3% | 


Bobby attended the Identity Course expecting to learn her true identity and her 
tole. Her scores for royal consciousness showed an improvement of 16%. She became 
especially conscious of her position as a royal member of God’s family and that one day, 
she would rule with Christ. Her scores for royal attitude showed an improvement of 34%. 
Her view of herself remarkably improved after the Identity Course. She came to view 
herself as a royal princess, more valuable than she thought. As a result, she respects 
herself more, and others, as much as she respects herself. Her scores for royal behavior 
also showed a great improvement, 53%. She came to believe that she is an overcomer, a 
child of the King, who should act with dignity and authority. She became more confident 
that she could control her emotions, her tongue and rule over her sin and her life. 

Bobby stated, “I learned my identity as a daughter of God and what my duties are. 


lam a princess who will inherit God’s kingdom. I learned a distinction between being 
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just a child and being a daughter.” Her overall scores for her royal identity showed an 


improvement of 33.3%. 








Remy 
Table 6.11 Remy’s Survey Data Summary 
Royal Attributes | Pre-Test Post-Test __ Percent Change 
Consciousness | __ 54 54 0% 
Attitude 55 70 27.3% 
____ Behavior = 5. 64 16.4% 
Total : 164 _ 188 | 15% 








Remy joined the Identity Course expecting to know who she is. Although she 
made no improvement in royal consciousness, her scores for royal attitude showed an 
improvement of 27.3%. She came to believe that she is special because she is a royal 
princess. Because of her status, she respect herself more, and others more. Her scores for 
royal behavior showed an improvement of 16.4%. She was not confident in overcoming 
difficulties, controlling her emotions and tongue. However, through the Identity Course, 
she gained confidence that she could overcome difficulties, controlling her emotions and 
tongue, ruling over her sin. 

Remy stated, “I am special in God. I gained confidence in who I am through the 
Identity Course.” Her overall scores for her royal identity showed an improvement of 
15%. Remy gained more interest in studying the Scriptures and became more secure 


about who she is. 


Focus Group Data 
Three focus groups were conducted. All participated in one of the three focus 


groups. The goal of the focus group was to evaluate the effectiveness of the Identity 
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Course from a team standpoint. Those who attended the Identity Course all agreed that it 
was beneficial. Grace commented, “The Identity Course was deeply insightful and 
provided me with [beneficial ways] of examining myself and understanding myself. The 
Identity Course was very unique in that I have never learned [about| identity.” Jay also 
agreed and added, “The Identity Course was beneficial to me because it helped me to 
change my mindset in order to see my true self.” Sharon also commented, “The Identity 
Course helped me to look at myself [the] way that God designed. It encouraged me to 
view myself the way God sees me.” 

People also liked the atmosphere where the Identity Course was held. Eve 
commented, “It was good to have group discussions during the Identity Course. It was 
very refreshing and encouraging to share thoughts together in a group.” She also stated, 
“I felt God’s heavy presence while praying together.” Will commented, “It was 
refreshing and beneficial because I was able to view myself the way God views me.” 

At the conclusion of the Identity Course, a 6-minute video titled “Father’s Love 
Letter” was shown. Jay commented, “I liked video, ‘Father’s Love Letter.’ It was really 
touching and convicting.” Remy also added, “The ‘Father’s Love Letter’ video really 
helped me to view God as my loving Daddy and myself as His beloved daughter.” 

At the end of the focus group discussion, each person shared his or her final 
words regarding the Identity Course. Sharon commented, “I learned what stages of 
identity I am at and what stops me from growing further. I also developed intimacy with 
God through the times of prayer and reciting the identity statement.” Jay commented, 
“The Identity Course reassured who I am before God as a child of God. It also revealed to 


me that I still [am lacking in] my identity as a child of God.” Grace stated, “I learned 
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what stages of identity f am at. | am at the master-servant relationship. | used to be proud 
of being a servant of God before the Master God, because I believed that the master- 
servant relationship with God was the best relationship with God. From the Identity 
Course, however, I learned that there is a higher level of relationship with God, that is, 
the father-daughter relationship with God.” Katie commented, “I am more secure about 
who I am. I believe that God made me with a clear purpose. From the Identity Course, I 
learned that I have a purpose to live, that is, glorifying God and helping others.” Bobby 
stated, “I was able to approach God in a different way, not just as someone I talk to when. 
Ineed comfort, but as a Father who truly cares for me. I am a princess who will inherit 
God’s kingdom.” Jeremy stated, “This Identity Course taught me what I was doing wrong 
my whole life and that I should take action to fix my problems. God is always there with 
me to help me to fix the problems. One invaluable lesson I learned from this course was 
to not look down on others because they are the image of God.” Remy commented, “I 
have more desire to grow up to the next level of my identity. I would like to make a right 
decision to grow. | would like to engage in Bible study more.” Sunny commented, 
“When I remind myself that I hold some authority as a child of God, then I am more 
secure and more hopeful for my future.” Will commented, “I learned more about who I 
am and what it means. I learned that I should be intentional and purposeful to grow up to 
be a son and prince.” Eve stated, “I realize that | view God as a master, being distant 
from me. I learned that I am a child of God who will grow up to be a daughter of God. I 


am growing into my identity.” 
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Conclusion 


The survey data showed that those who attended the Identity Course achieved.an 
overall improvement of 12.83% for the three royal attributes measured. This data 
indicates that the Identity Course was effective. The interviews also indicate that the 
Identity Course was effective. All ten people agreed that they benefited from the Identity 
Course. Seven out of ten showed improvements in royal consciousness. Ten out of ten 
showed improvements in royal attitude as well as royal behavior. Ten out of ten 
mentioned that they were more secure in their identities in Christ. Focus group sessions 
also showed that ten out of ten experienced an increase in understanding their identities in 
Christ. Ten out of ten were able to see themselves more positively. 

When the data was triangulated with surveys, interviews, and focus group 
sessions, the results show that the Identity Course was effective for those who attended in 
terms of changing their royal consciousness, attitude and behavior. All the data strongly 


suggests that the Identity Course was effective. 


Lessons Learned 

The post-test survey was conducted a week after the last session of the Identity 
Course. It showed an improvement. The data, however, does not tell whether the Identity 
Course had a long lasting benefit, since the post-test survey was conducted only a week 
after the session. As a result, the Identity Course may not have had a long-lasting benefit 


to those who attended, although it demonstrated a short-term benefit. 
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The Identity Course consisted of six weekly of teachings about one’s royal 
identity. Because of the method of teaching, the Identity Course tends to provide mainly 
intellectual knowledge about one’s royal identity. However, because the topic deals with 


the new self, the royal identity, the Identity Course is by nature prophetic. 


Future Studies 

The Identity Course was workshop-oriented. It could be interesting if the Identity 
Course were group Bible study-oriented with questionnaires. I ran the Identity Course 
with five different people in a group Bible study setting. One of them also attended the 
Identity Course that was workshop-oriented. She commented that she received more 
grace and inspiration from the group Bible study setting than the workshop setting. I did 
not collect data from the Identity Course in the group Bible study setting. If I had, it 
would be interesting to compare the results of the two different settings. 

One of the future studies for the Identity Course is focusing on the healing of the 
old self as well as revealing the new self. The Identity Course I ran was mostly about 
revealing one’s new self rather than healing one’s old self. If the Identity Course were 
formatted with the healing of the old self along with the revealing of the new self, it 


would be more beneficial to those who attend. 


APPENDIX A 


SURVEY FORM 
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Pre and Post-test Survey 


1. Gender: Male Female 
2, Age: 18 and Under 


19 ----29 
30 ----39 
40 ----49 


3. The following statements require a response on a scale of 1-9. Write the appropriate 
number that corresponds to your response. 
1 = really strongly disagree 

2 = strongly disagree 

3 = disagree 

4 = somewhat disagree 

5 =neutral, not sure 

6 = somewhat agree 

7 = agree 

8 = strongly agree 

9 = really strongly agree 


RC: Royal Consciousness 
RA: Royal Attitude 
RB: Royal Behavior 


1, (RC) Lam conscious that Lam a child of the King. 
2. (RC) 1 am aware that God is King. 
3. (RC) I am aware that God rules the world. 
4. (RC) I am conscious that I am a royal member of God’s family. 
5. (RC) Tam aware that God sees me as His beloved child. 

6. (RC) Iam aware that one day I will tule with Christ. 

7.(RA)Iam special. 

8. (RA) I respect myself. _ 2 

9. (RA) I am actually more valuable than I think, 

10. (RA) Jama prince/princess. 

1. (RA) Others are special. 

12. (RA) I respect others as much as I respect myself. 

13. (RA) Other people are actually more valuable than] think. 

14. (RA) Tam royalty. 

15. (RB) 1 am an overcomer. 

16. (RB) I act with dignity. 
17. (RB) lactasachild ofthe King. 

18. (RB) I exercise authority as achild of the King. 
19. (RB) I control my emotions. 
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20. (RB) | rule my life. 
21. (RB) I control my tongue. 
22. (RB) I can rule over sin. 


APPENDIX B 


FOCUS GROUP QUESTIONS 
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Focus Group Discussion Questions 
What did you expect to learn from the Identity Course? 
What did you learn from the Identity Course? 
How does the Course change the way you look at yourself and God 
(consciousness)? 
How does the Course change the way you look at others (attitude)? 


How does the Course help you to relate to others? 


Did the Course help you experience a deeper intimacy with God the 
Father? 


Are you more secure with who you are now than before? 
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TEACHING MATERIALS 


DAY 1: Workshop 1 The Function of Identity: Mat 4:1-11 


Why is knowledge of one’s identity is important? 

St. Teresa of Avila wrote in The Way of Perfection: “Almost all problems in the 
spiritual life stem from a lack of self-knowledge.” The vast majority of us go to our 
graves without knowing who we are. We unconsciously live someone else’s life, or at 


least someone else’s expectations for us. 


What are the signs and symptoms of vitamin C deficiency?’ 
Anemia 

Nose and gums bleeding 

Decreased ability to fight infection 

Decreased wound-healing rate 

Dry and splitting hair 

Easy bruising 

Inflammation of the gums. 


When we take vitamin C, these symptoms will go away. 


What are then the signs and symptoms of identity deficit? 
First, when we know our identity, we know our destiny and we know what to do. 


But if we do not know our identity, we live in identity confusion. So we live in confusion, 


" Alison Evert, “Vitamin C” MedlinePlus, Bethesda, MD: U.S. National Librar of 
Medicine, 2015, accessed March 2", 2015. http://Avww.nlm.nih.gov/medlinepius/ency/article/002404.htm. 
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confusion leads us to uncertainty, uncertainty to anxiety, worry, fear and panic. The cycle 
of identity confusion continues throughout our lives. 

Second, when we do not know our identity, we find our identity in the wrong 
place instead of Christ, such wealth, fame, a boy- or girlfriend’s love, power. Since we 
don’t know our identity, we do not know with whom we identify. As a result, we identify 
with a wrong role model and lead a wrong lifestyle, eventually forming a false identity. 

Third, when we do not know our identity, we compare ourselves to others and fall 
into pride, inferiority, jealousy, envy, depression, and despair. We also compete with 
others as well. 

When we obtain the knowledge of ourselves, these symptoms will go away. So 
we know that the problem is not really on the outside but on the inside. If we focus too 
much on fixing the problems outside, we will miss the point of problem. God is more 


concerned about our identity rather exterior problems. 


What is the function of identity? 

Identity functions as the immune system in one’s consciousness. Our immune 
system protects us from any germs or harm. So one’s identity protects oneself from 
spiritual germs outside. One’s identity protects one’s self-esteem, or self-worth, from any 
harm or danger. When one has a high and strong immune system, one is able to protect 
oneself from germs. However, when one has a low and weak immune system, one is not 


able to protect oneself from germs. 
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One example to illustrate this point is AIDS. People with AIDS have a low and 


weak immune system. They suffer or even die from weak germs that usually do not cause 
infection in healthy people who have normal immune systems. Depending on the level of 
immunity, different kinds of germs attack AIDS patients.” This points to the truth that 
when we have a strong sense of identity, we will overcome any infection from “spiritual 
germs.” However, when we have a weak sense of identity in Christ, the “spiritual germs” 
infect us. 

For example, when someone says, “You are a jerk,” you may be offended and 
infected by those words if you have low and weak self-esteem in Christ. If you have high 
and strong self-esteem in Christ, you are not infected or offended by it. When you know 
your identity in Christ, you know your value, your worth, and your legal status in Christ. 
You will be immune to any kinds of spiritual germs. Most times, we fall into sin because 
we do not know our identity. The way the devil tempts us is through manipulating our 
identity. Today’s passage talks about how the devil tempted Jesus by manipulating Jesus’ 
identity as the Son of God and how Jesus defeated the devil. 

Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and received a word of affirmation about 
his identity. God spoke from heaven, “This is my beloved son, whom I love, in whom I 
am well pleased* (Matt 3:17). Jesus was fully aware of who he was. After that Jesus was 
led into the wilderness where he fasted for 40 days and night. There the devil tempted 
Jesus three times. Each time Jesus defeated the devil with the Word of God because He 


knew who He really was. He did not need any proof or affirmation from people. The 


* James, Gita Hakim, “HIV/ADIS: Update on Epidemiology. Prevention and Treatment - 
including Available South Sudan Literature,” South Sudan Medical Journal, 2010-2012, accessed March 
2™, 2015. http://www.southsudanmedicaljournal.com/archive/2009-08/untitled-resource.html. 
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question that the devil asked was interesting, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 


become bread.” If Jesus had not been sure of his identity as the Son of God, he might 
have been tempted to prove himself by performing a miracle, making stones into bread. 
However, Jesus was not insecure about his identity. He was very sure about who he was; 
he did not have to prove his identity by performing a miracle. Jesus was the Son of God, 
not because he performed a miracle by changing stone into bread, but because God was 
His Father. Performing a miracle should not be criteria for being the Son of God but only 
an expression of his identity. 

The first temptation was basically “I am what | do,” a performance temptation. 
Our culture asks the same question, What have you achieved? What do you do? Most of 
us consider ourselves worthwhile if we have scored sufficient successes. But this is 
incorrect because identity is not, “I am what I do.” 

The second temptation is “I am what other think,” a popularity temptation. Satan 
invited Jesus to throw himself down from the highest spot of the temple that people might 
believe in him. Most of us place a higher premium on what other people think than we 
realize. What will I say or not say in a conversation? What school will my child attend? 
Who will I date? Do I tell that person he or she hurt me? What kind of career will I 
pursue? Our self-image soars with a compliment and plummets with a criticism. True 
freedom comes when we no longer need to be somebody special in other people’s eyes 
because we know who we are in Christ. 

The third temptation is “ | am what I have,” a possession temptation. Satan took 
Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him ail the kingdoms of the world and their 


splendor and said. “All this I will give you, if you will bow down and worship me.” (Matt 
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4:9). Our culture measures our success by what we possess. Our identity or our sense of 


worth is tied to our possession or position. 

Some of us may think that we will be happy if we achieve something, possess 
wealth, or gain popularity. These things will give us temporary happiness, sure. However, 
ultimately these things cannot make us happy. The reason for this is that our identity does 
not depend on what we do, what we have, or what other think about us. Our true identity 
depends on who I am in Christ. In order to support this idea, I ask a question. “What did 
God say was His Name when Moses asked?” God said, “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex 3:14). 
This is the Name of God. One’s name represents one’s identity. 1 AM WHO I AM. We 
who were made in the image of God should find our identity from the fundamental 
existence of our nature, 1 AM. Apostle Paul said in 1 Cor 15:11, “By the grace of God, I 
am what I am.” 

When we are not sure who we are, we are inclined to do something in order to 
prove who we are, like earn a great degree, get fame or knowledge, or accumulate wealth. 


We replace our identity in Christ with something else. 


DAY 2: Workshop 2 Function of identity IT 
Once we believe that we are royal children of God, we have high self-esteem and 
self-worth. We sce ourselves just as our Father God sees us. We value ourselves just as 
our Father God values us. God values us as His precious, special children who will rule 
the world with Him. When we truly believe our identity in Christ, we come to have high 


self-esteem and self-worth. Once we know who we are, we will strive to live up to our 
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identity. We are able to overcome sin in the world when we truly believe who we are in 


Christ. 

The main function of the immune system is to detect a foreign body in our bodies 
and to kill it. A foreign body is not a part of our body. In other words, a foreign body is 
not a part of one’s self. It is an element of non-self. So as soon as our immune system 
recognizes an element of non-self, it captures and kills it through antibodies (diagram). 
Identity works the same way. Our identity functions as our immune system in our 
consciousness. When our identity recognizes a foreign body, an element of non-self, our 
identity system will capture and kill it. 

Let’s say that someone tells you that you are cockroach. You reply, “No,” 
because you can easily recognize that you are not a cockroach. You disagree with the 
person and reject the idea. If someone tells you that you are puppet, you reply, “No,” 
because you are not a puppet. When the element of non-self is clear, we can easily 
recognize it and reject it. 

However, things don’t always work this way because our sense of identity is not 
strong or high. Our sense of identity is weak or low, resulting in low self-esteem and low 
self-worth. The strength of our identity depends on our ability to differentiate between an 
element of self and that of non-self. When our sense of identity is weak or low, we cannot 
recognize the difference between the self and the non-self. 

For example, when someone tells you, “You are ugly,” your reply depends on 
your sense of identity. If you think and agree that ugliness is a part of yourself, you then 
accept that you are ugly on a conscious level. However, if your sense of identity is strong, 


believing that you are not ugly but awesome before God's eyes, you will recognize it as a 
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foreign, non-self element and reject it. (Ask people what people said about them, and 


write on the board and go through each), 

How can we have a strong sense of identity that is able to discern between the self 
and the non-self? We need to know our true identity by obtaining the knowledge of 
ourselves through meditating on the Scriptures on a daily basis. To distinguish the self 
from the non-self is to recognize the truth from the lies regarding self, When we know the 


truth about ourselves, we know who we are and who we are not. 


Day 3: Workshop 3 Origin of identity: Gen 1:26-28 

Recap Workshops 1 and 2, the function and necessity of identity. The identity 
functions as the immune system in one’s consciousness. Just as the immune system 
protects us from germs and dangers, the identity protects us from spiritual germs and 
danger. ‘The identity protects our self-esteem, self-worth, and our value. Once we believe 
that we are royal children of God, we have high self-esteem and self-worth. We see 
ourselves just as our Father God sees us. We value ourselves just as our Father God 
values us. God values us as His precious, special children who will rule the world with 
Him. He highly values us because we are His beloved children. When we truly believe 
our identity in Christ, we come to have high self-esteem and self-worth. Our identity 
protects our self-worth. We will live up to our identity because of who we are in Christ. 
We are able to overcome sin in the world when we truly believe who we are in Christ. 
(Immune system; antibody, protein, Word) 

Knowing who God is important, but we will continue to fall until the knowledge 


of God leads us to the knowledge of us. Today we will think about the origin of our 
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identity. In order to know who we are, we need to know where we came from. Do you 


know where you came from? Where does our identity come from? Today’s passage 
clearly tells us that our identity comes from God, because we were created in His Image. 
We originally came from God. God is the template of our being. His image is the 
template of our identity. We carry His image in us. However, when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God, sin disfigured His image, our original identity. We lost His image. We 
lost our identity. Where can we find our identity? How can we know who we are? We 
can know who we are when we see ourselves in Christ, because Christ is the template of 
God’s image and our identity. When we put ourselves in Christ, we find our identity in 
Christ. When we see ourselves in Christ, we see our true selves, because Christ reflects 
who we are. (Adam is the pattern of the one to come in Rom 5:14. Adam is the pattern of 
Christ. We are Adam’s offspring. We carry the pattern of Christ in us.) 

We came from God. So we can find our identity in God. (A piece of a puzzle 
comes from the template). Since we lost His image and our identity in the world, God 
sent His Son into the world so that we may find our identity in Him. 

(St. Augustine and John Calvin quotes.) Seeking her true identity, a Samaritan 
woman has been looking for a husband who could give her significance, meaning, and 
purpose in her life. But she couldn’t find him in her five previous husbands and her 
current boyfriend (six in total). However, the seventh time, she finally met the One in 
whom she could find her true identity, meaning, significance, and fulfillment. It was 
Christ. In Christ, she finds herself, her true self. 

In other words, Christ is the template of our being, since Christ is the image of 


God. So Christ is the origin of our identity. John 1 says, “All thing including human 
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being were made by Christ. Christ created us according to His image. So we carry His 


image within us. However, when we disobeyed God, sin disfigures His image in us. We 


lost His image. In Christ we find our true identity. 


Workshop 4 The Power of Identity 

One of the body’s vital signs is blood pressure. Just as our body needs a healthy 
blood pressure around 120/80 to maintain life, our spirit also needs good pressure in 
order to maintain life in the spirit. What happens when your blood pressure goes down to 
40/10? Your heart stops beating and you will die of shock. We need good pressure in our 
body in order to maintain our health. When we lose pressure, we will become weak and 
die. In the same way, our spirit needs good pressure in order to maintain our spiritual life. 
When God created human beings, God put good normal pressure in them. Gen 2:7 says, 
“The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” When God breathed into Adam’s 
nostrils the breath of life, Adam received God’s breath and became alive, having good 
pressure in his spirit. The pressure in his spirit was a healthy spiritual vital sign of his 
spiritual life. When it comes down to identity, we need good pressure in our identity. 
Negative pressure -> negative energy: sucking, selfish, black hole 


Positive pressure -> positive energy: overflowing, sacrificial 
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Workshop 5: DNA of Our Identity: Ps 8:1-9 


Open 

1. Why do people and you struggle? 

People struggle because struggling is their subconscious attempt to become what 
they were created to be. Struggling is an immature way of learning how to rule one’s life. 
Struggling is a baby step to overcoming and ruling the world. Struggling is the 
manifestation of the DNA of our identity. 

Explore 

2, According to Ps 8:4-6, what were human beings created to be? 

Ps 8:4-6. “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care 
for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings, and crowned him with 
glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything 
under his feet.” According to Ps 8:4-6, human beings were created to be rulers. We are 
created to be royalty. God the King over the universe crowned human beings with glory 
and honor. God created human beings as king over the earth. 

3. What was the nation Israel in the Old Testament chosen to be? (Ex 19:5-6) 
What were Christians in New Testament recreated to be? (1Pet 2:9) 

Ex 19:5-6. “Now if you obey him fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will 
be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words you are to speak to 
the Israelite.” God chose the nation Israel so that they might become a kingdom of priests, 
a kingly nation that they could serve the world through prayer and humble service. 1Pet 


2:9. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people 
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belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 


into his wonderful light.” God recreated Christians to become a royal priesthood. The 
nation Israel failed to become a kingly nation. God recreated Christians in order that they 
may become a royal priesthood, serving the world through prayer and the Word of God. 

4. To whom did Jesus give his reward in the 7 churches (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26- 
27, 3:5,12, 21)? 

2:7. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes, | will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.” 2:11. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.” 2:17. “He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will give some of the hidden manna. | will also give him a white stone with a new name 
written on it, known only to him who receives it.” 2:26-27. “To him who overcomes and 
does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—‘He will rule them with 
an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery’-—just as I have received 
authority from my Father.” 3:5. “He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. 
J will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name 
before my Father and his angels.” 3:12. “He who overcomes I will make a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God 
and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of 
heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.” 3:21, “To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat 


down with my Father on his throne.” 
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5. What does it mean for us to rule in our time? How can we tule our life? (Jn 


16:33, Rev 12:10-11, Rom.12:21) 
Jn 16:33. “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” Rev 12:10- 
11. “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our 
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not 
love their lives so much as to shrink from death.’” Rom 12:21. “Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.” To rule means to first rule one’s inner life (emation, 
thoughts, etc.) and next one’s outer life (family, work, school studies, community, city, 
nation, world) with love, humble service, prayer and the Word of God. 
Close 

6. What is the DNA of your identity? What one thing can you do so that your 


DNA may manifest itself in your life? 


Workshop 6: Growth of Identity Gal 3:26- 4:7 


What are the differences between a child of God and a son or daughter of God? 


Physical stages of identity 
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Spiritual Stages of identity 

Infant (Nepios): | Cor 3:1-4. “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as 
worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 
ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is 
jealousy and quarreling among you. Are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere 
men? For when one says, ‘I follow Paul,’ and another, ‘I follow Apollos,’ are you not 
mere men?” 

Toddler (Paidion): 1Cor 14:20, “Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil 
be infants, but in your thinking be adults.” 

Child (Teknon): Jn 1:13, “Yet to all who received in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or 
a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

Son (Huois): Mat 5:9. “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God.” 
Mat 5:44-45. “But J tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.” Rom 8:14. “Because those who are led 
by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 


Mature (Telios): “Mat 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
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Growth of Jesus 


1. Paidion. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. (Mt 2:1 1) 
2. Teknon. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching 
for you.” (Lk 2:48) 
3. Huios. When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 
was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven. “You are my Son, whom I love, with you I 
am well pleased.” (Mt 3:16) 
4. Telios. In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. (He 2:10) 

5. Telios (60- ) 

4. Huios (26-60) 
3. Teknon (13-25) 


2. Paidion (2-12) 
1. Nepios (0-2) 


Sen Sen 


Slave. 
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